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Preface and Introduction
The High Adventure of Some Kinds of Research

(A Preface)

In seeking the information contained in thimk, my search for the stories
of the Twelve Apostles took me to many famous lies such as those in
Jerusalem, Rome, and that of the British Museuboimdon. For years | have
borrowed or purchased every book | could find om shbject of the Twelve
Apostles. A five-foot shelf cannot hold them all.

Three times | have journeyed to the islanBatimos and to the locations of
the Seven Churches of the Book of the Revelatiore @hole (and fruitless)
day was given to a backroads journey into the hgglgwy mountains of
Lebanon, up among the famous Cedars and elsewbecbeck out a rumor
that
St. Jude had originally been buried in some smalildnese village nearby. He
was not.

| have personally viewed the many sepulchreghvreputedly contain the
bones of the Twelve; not that | consider them asrigaspiritual value, but
because | wanted to learn, as an historian, how ¢hene to be where they
are, hoping that local tradition could be foundhe places where the bones
are interred that had escaped the history books Jémarch took me from
Trier, Germany, to Rome, Greece, and to almostyeWiddle Eastern
country.

The Vatican very graciously granted me spego@mission to photograph
in all the churches in Rome and elsewhere in ItaBome of the bodies or
fragments of the bodies of the Apostles are preskirv that historic land.

Particularly memorable was the awesome dedeeriteneath St. Peter's
Basilica to photograph the bones of the ApostleiPahere they rest in an
ancient Roman pagan cemetery. One simply canna@im@awithout seeing it,
so vast and heavy a church building as St. Petétlag squarely over a
cemetery filled with beautifully preserved famifymibs dating back to the first
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century before Christ!

Seven times | went to Petra in Jordan, andetltrmes to Antioch in
Turkey. | also visited Babylon and made four joys& Iran in search of the
history of the Apostles’ missions there. Of courtleere were some
disappointments. For example, the body of St. Jehteday nowbere to be
found. | entered his tomb in Ephesui long ago. Reégeafter many centuries
of neglect, the authorities have sealed it and @/ with a marble floor.
Though St. John's body has disappeared some fatite doones of all the
other Apostles are believed to exist, and | haeattem.

Travelers to the "Bible Lands" so often pa#hiw a few yards of genuine
relics of the Apostles and never know it. | had en&genty-six journeys to
Jerusalem before learning that the head of St. gdhee Elder, several arm
bones of James the just, and part of the skulbbhthe Baptist are held in
veneration in two churches therel And, | might addth some strong
historical records as to their authenticity.

This is not, however, a book about bonesk lalbout living people who
were described by St. Paul as the Founders of ibeclees (See Ephesians
2:19, 20). We are interested in Apostolic bonesibse they are possible clues
as to the whereabouts of the ministry and placesasfyrdom of the Twelve.

Now let me face head-on a typically Protestattitude of skepticism
concerning Apostolic remains in churches and shriheised to suppose that
these so called "relics" were pious frauds, theultesf the fervid and
superstitious piety of the Middle Ages. Perhaps esaane, but after one
approaches the whole question with a skeptical mamtl then, somewhat
reluctantly, is forced to admit to the strong pbi#isy of their genuineness, it
is an unnerving but moving experience.

| suppose the practice of venerating Apostbboes is repugnant to one
who, as an evangelical Christian, sees no heawveeiit in praying before the
sarcophagi in which they rest. Besides, it doegow to a literal mind to see
the gaudy and tasteless trappings with which thiaehare usually
festooned.

But the more one reads of the history of thestes, and what became of

their relics, and the more steeped one becomedwimistory and strange (to
us) behavior of our Christian ancestors in the Aiteene and Post-Nicene
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eras, the more the careful preservation of Apastodilics seems to be
perfectly in character. To many of those who liuethose times who could
not read, an Apostolic relic was a visual encounsgyd to faith!

Let it be clearly understood, this book is an adwenin scholarship, not
dogmatism. | am keenly aware that absolute prooéwary detail recorded
here is not possible. But when a researcher chaeksy sources against each
other, when he visits the places mentioned for difneand when he finds
many new documents which are not in books, or astraonly found, then he
develops a "feel" for the probable or possible.

This book has been an ever growing labor ofelol became more
emotionally committed to the task as the years m@sspd. On several
occasions during the laborious research, arduousggs, and interminable
writing and rewriting, | have had occasion to congpaotes with scholars who
have written about some of the Apostles, and hauwed not only a gracious
willingness to discuss my conclusions but to acsgpbe of them instead of
those they had hitherto held.

How does one express an adequate word of @ppom to the many who
were so kind in their cooperation, without whomstisiudy could not have
been completed? My secretary, Mrs. Fred Pitzer,emhbis project her own
and has saved it from worse faults than thosallinsay have. My students at
the California Graduate School of Theology in Glaledhave assisted, and
guotations from their research appear often. Thaes#&s true of Mr.and
Mrs.Robert Schonborn, and of Dr.Miriam Lamb, whdéad of research for
our Center for American Studies. Mrs. Florence 8hoaker, Betty Davids
and Richard Chase assisted, with Italian translatily Mrs. Marie Placido.

In Jerusalem the libraries of the Americanddtiof Oriental Research, the
Coptic Church, the Patriarchate of the Armeniansu¢Ch of St. James), the
Ecole Biblique of the Dominicans, were most helpfubpening their archives
for research. In Rome the full cooperation of Mgnsir Falani opened many
otherwise closed doors. How kind they all were, anachy others as well!

Naturally, any errors are not theirs, but miHepefully, if there are any
egregious mistakes, some kind correspondent wilewo me so that any
future editions may be corrected. A final word abitxe style of this book: At
first | thought to write it for scholars, tearingaat the documentation of every



source quoted. But that makes for so dull a boek lthvas afraid few would
read it. | found to my dismay that most "criticakholars could hardly care
less about the post-Biblical story of the Apostles.

Then, | thought to write it as a narrative wfew quotations and little
attention to my sources. But in that case scholarsld ignore the book as
having no proper foundation and being without comcéor critical and
historical problems. As the Senior Minister of asypiwchurch, | considered
writing for pastors. These ministers might apprec&ahomiletical boost for
a series of sermons on the Apostles that mighactthe people we are all
trying to persuade to attend the church. | haveahaindoned this approach
altogether, but | did not do much sermonizing iis tiook.

It even occurred to me that the historicalelowight also provide a viable
format. But | tend to think as a historian and agraacher, | lack the
imagination to write a novel. Besides, what thislbbas to offer is analysis,
fact and hopefully, truth.

So the book is in the form of an interpretatay critical analysis of every
bit of knowledge | can find on the subject of theélve Apostles. Mostly |
wrote it to become more familiar myself with the o§tles and to share that
knowledge, and some conclusions drawn from it, wishmany people as |
can; scholars, church members, young people, fasgrministers, and all
those who feel as | do, that we need to find wayméke the Apostolic age
become more alive for us today.

| earnestly hope the reader will find it asenesting and enlightening to
read as | found it to write.

William STEUART McBirnie



Introduction

What follows in this book is that which can lkeown from an exhaustive
and critical study of the Biblical, historical archditional records of the
Apostles. The author has tried to reduce the lesygntb the probable or
likely, justifying it with the known historical fas concerning the state of the
world in the first century and the documents ofsmguent church history,
local history, and relevant secular writings.

There is a great deal more information abbat Apostles available than
the casual student might guess. Ten years agowtitisr produced a mono
graph called What Became of the Twelve Apostles?tifieusand copies were
distributed. In that publication | made the follogiobservations:

"Someday a critical scholar needs to take a gool & the mass of legend
which has come to us from early medieval times, eveh from the last days
of Roman power. He needs to try to separate therlial germ from the great
over-growth of pure fantasy which one finds in #hadories. in a word, a
higher criticism of medieval legends needs to balanand that criticism
needs to be carried over into early church histdrfind myself disappointed
in the writings of recent church historians whormsde pass over the era of the
early church and say only what has been said inralfed other books on
church history written during the past four cergarilt has been so long since
I have seen a new fact in a book of church histdogut the Apostolic Age
and the Age of the Church Fathers, that | wouldnioghtily surprised if | saw
one! But perhaps someday someone will find the gibteb basis of truth
amidst the legendary; and upon this, with perhdys discovery of new
manuscripts, we shall be able to piece togethestebhistory than we now
possess."”

Since no one else seems to have done theafiprioducing a critical study
of the Twelve, it has become a challenge to measal for the sake of a
renewed interest in the Apostolic church to whiclndpe this study can
contribute.
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The source of our material in that earlier [mation was mostly that
obtainable by anyone who would take the troubldotik into the standard
books on the subject, such as church historiesmaec literature,
encyclopedias, etc., plus the observations of ajéemneys to Rome, Athens
and the Holy Land.

But that book was frustratingly limited anadtamplete, not to mention its
obvious lack of original research. Recenthe twriter completed his
twenty-seventh journey to the Middle East. Ten yeair further study and
research have revealed much light on the livefhi®fTiwelve Apostles. Most
of these insights have come in very small packag&#, here, a bit there. Ten
years ago | had not even considered writing a sjuesd book to the former
monograph, but the importance and volume of theena@tsince gleaned from
the many personal visits to the places of the ries and deaths of the
Apostles, plus their burial sites or tombs, hageéased the conviction that
this enlarged study must be offered.

Here for the first time in any one volume gireponderance of information
concerning the histories of the Apostles is noveadded.

No scholar would dare suggest that anythingdeewritten is the last word
on any subject, nor indeed that his writings ase dbmplete story. Yet these
ideals have been the goals toward which we haveethov

INSIGHTS INTO THE APOSTOLIC AGE

There are several insights which the readewulsh have firmly and
constantly in mind as the following chapters unfditie early Christians did
not write history as such.

(1) Interest in the Apostles has waxed andedaim various periods of
Christian history. For that reason at certain timege information has been
available than at others. New discoveries of hisabrinformation are made,
then lie dormant in out of print books until a redening of interest at a later
time brings them to light.

At first, in the Apostolic Age, the Apostldseimselves and their converts
were too busy making history to bother writing Hience, their records are
fragmentary. Further, until the Ante-Nicene Fathdéistory as such was not
written at all. Even The Acts by St.Luke was nogeneral history but a
polemic written to show the emergence of a Geflestian movement from
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its Jewish matrix, with divine authority and appb\Surely St.Luke wanted
to defend and validate the ministry of St. Paus mmentor. His themes, the
Acts of the Holy Spirit, the inclusion in God's egdption of the Gentiles, the
gradually diminishing role of Jews in the churchdéise universality of

Christianity, were all the concerns of Luke. It lpably did not occur to him
that he was writing the prime source of churchdmjstHence, to a historian of
the early church, Luke is both the welcome soufde@somain knowledge and
of his despair at its fragmentary nature.

There were periods of silence in early Chaististory.

(2) After Luke and the other Biblical writgfsuch as St. Paul who left us a
considerable knowledge of early Apostolic actigjighere is for a time,
silence. It is as if the Christian movement wera itunnel, active, but out of
sight for a period.

This is not as strange as it may seem. Rinst,early Christians did not
really have a sense of building a movement foratpes. To them the Return
of Christ might well be expected during their gextien. They certainly spoke
of it often, so they must have looked for the Reitofr Christ daily - at first.

To see this, study carefully the differencéone between First and Second
Thessalonians. In his First Epistle to the Thessats, Paul seemed to dwell
at great length upon the imminence of the Seconchi@p In the Second
Epistle he rebukes those who are over-eager bynding big readers of
certain events which must precede or accompangé¢icend Coming.

It was as if he had looked again at the enasrtask of world evangelism
and had seen that it would take more than one gtoer It was not that
St.Paul last his faith in the Second Coming, bat tte balanced his faith with
practicality. In any case, the early Christian nroeat was in a tunnel and out
of sight as far as the recording of history is @yned. They were doing not
writing.

The Apostles were not considered prime subjéat biography by the
early Christians.

(3) The Twelve Apostles were important in tténking of the early

Christians, but were not considered to be more fkeaders, brothers and
dearly beloved friends at first. We look upon thewm the founders of
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churches. It took some time for their spiritual @Eslents to see them as the
Fathers of the whole church movement. Their authatifirst was in the
anointing of the Holy Spirit, not in ex cathedr@pouncements on doctrine.

True, the first council of Apostles in Jeresal gave authoritarian
pronouncements concerning the admittance of theil&eronverts into the
Christian move ment. Yet this did not seem to haeeecclesiastical authority
then that we attach to it now. We could, in fadsiwthere had been more such
pronouncements; say, concerning heresy, forms wfcbhgovernment, social
matters, etc. But there was nothing much that caopikectively from the
Apostles. They simply proclaimed individually whiitey had heard from
Jesus Christ.

As they went forth into various parts of therld they carried, no doubt,
the authority of their Apostolate, but they weré tiee church. They founded
congregations which were churches. Ecclesiastiéistie highly organized
and authoritarian forms it later took was almosknown to them. The
Apostles were evangelists and pastors, not ecstesiaTheir histories, then,
are the histories of evangelists, not of preatéstory does not deal as much
with evangelists as with rulers. Hence, we hawte liknowledge about their
careers before or subsequent to the dispersidreafdrusalem Church in
A.D.69, and by this time most of them had left $atam to go on their
various missions and many had died.

Secular history largely ignored Christianitytihe early centuries.

(4) Almost all history in the first few centes of the Christian era which
has survived is secular, military or political. dpBus did not pay much
attention to Christianity though he mentions thatleof St.James. Roman
history, except for the writings of Pliny the Yowrg hardly notices
Christianity until long after the Apostolic Age.rigmains for churchmen such
as Hegesippus and Eusebius to give us furtherislefahe travels and history
of the Twelve.

The early Christians were humble folk, withmsoexceptions. Who writes
a history of the meek? Therefore we are left witthel information about
Christianity in general secular history, except vafuable insights as to the
world in which the Apostles lived. The average exadhowever, would be
amazed at how very much knowledge we do have onhpbdion of the
human story. Roman history is already well knowd arore knowledge is

13



daily pouring in from the archeologists who digoithe artifacts of that great
epic.

To the avid student of Roman affairs the wasfdthe Apostles is as
familiar as the world of a hundred years ago. Huss not itself tell us about
the actual story of each Apostle but it certaidiystus what was possible or
even likely, as well as what was unlikely or impbks

The Roman world was, during the Apostolic Ageelatively safe world in
which its citizens traveled widely and often. Readhe book of Romans,
written by Paul in Corinth, the many names of peophom he knew in
Rome, a city which at that time he had not visitedad the travels of Cicero,
sixty years before Christ. Recall the Roman invasiof Britain by Caesar,
five decades before the birth of Jesus, and ofdigun A.D.42.

The Roman Empire was a family of nations wittommon language under
the protection of one government, with roads legdaverywhere, from
Britain to Africa, from what is now Russia to Frandrom India to Spain.
St.Paul himself, in the book of Romans, expressdgesare to evangelize Spain
which had been conquered by Rome long before Cdeelrit over in 44
B.C.

In the era of the Apostles there was a wids af civilization awaiting
them, civilized, united, and tied together by tgorgation and tongue. On that
vast stage, and beyond it, we can easily visustiedarflung Apostolic labors.
But Roman historians pretty well ignored Christigrin its early days. The
"Search for the Twelve" was at first political ackesiastical.

(5) Long after the Apostolic Age there aroseoaflict between the Greek
and Roman divisions of Christianity as to what tleajled "Primacy”. The
Pope claimed it and so did the leader of the Basteurches. An issue, for
example, was one of Christian art. One group, th@dhs, used images in the
round as the objects of religious veneration. Tast&rn Greeks preferred
ikons; images-on-the-flat. There were other diffiees, including the removal
of the capital of the Roman Empire from Rome to atium, but mainly it
was a political power struggle which led to theagrechism that divided
eastern and western Christianity, as the Roman fentgelf was divided.

At this time, and even before, as the schiss kwilding, both sides sought
Apostolic identification with their own religiougstitutions.
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So a great search was made for the relicshef Apostles. Emperor
Constantine wanted to construct what he callede"Thurch of the Twelve
Apostles” in Constantinople. In this structure hiemnded to house the remains
(such as bones or parts of bodies) of the Apostlessucceeded in securing
the remains of St.Andrew, and also St.Luke andif@bihy. (The latter two,
while not of the Twelve, were close to them.) Amgaly Constantine felt he
must leave the bones of St.Paul and St.Peter ineERbough he may have had
designs on the bones of St.Peter."

He gladly built a basilica to honor the bowoést.Paul in Rome. But, one
may speculate, the Roman church was also relutdgrdart with the bones of
St.Peter. Constantine apparently did not pressthtéer, but he built a church
over St.Peter's resting place, hoping perhaps ter lmove his body to
Constantinople. In any case, he did not live longugh to collect all the
relics of the Apostles for his Church of the Twelkpostles. That church
building remained

(Constantine celebrated the thirtieth anniversdriis accession in the summer of
335. Probably the most significant ceremonies am®&othat year were those
accompanying the solemn translation of the bonesrated as relics of the Apostles
St Peter and St.Paul from the catacombs of St.8ebasvhere they had been
venerated since 258, to the basilicas built to korthem at the traditional sites of
their martyrdoms, at the Vatican and on the OstWay." (Constantine The Great,
John Holland Smith, p 288; also cf. Liber Pontifisaed. Duchesne, vol. 1, pp.172ff.)

unfurnished except for his own tomb. (Some evidendsts that he sought to
place the Apostles' bodies around him in twelven@scwhile his own body

would he in the midst as "The "L2postle"!) Eusebius tells the story in "The
Last Days of Constantine."

"All these edifices the emperor consecrated withdasire of perpetuating the
memory of the Apostles of our Saviour before allnmele had, however,

another object in erecting this building (i.e., tBaurch of the Apostles at
Constantinople): an object at first unknown, butichhafterwards became
evident to all. He had, in fact, made a choicehsf $pot in the prospect of his

own death, anticipating with extraordinary fervadifaith that his body would

share their title with the Apostles themselves, #rat he should thus even
after death become the subject, with them, of #tons which should be
performed to their honour in this place, and fais treason he bade men
assemble for worship there at the altar which hega in the midst. He
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accordingly caused twelve coffins to be set uphis thurch, like sacred
pillars in honour and memory of the apostolic bandhe centre of which his
own was placed, having six of theirs on either siti¢. Thus, as | said, he had
provided with prudent foresight an honourable regsplace for his body after
death, and, having long before secretly formed tiisolution, he now
consecrated this church to the Apostles, belieta this tribute to their
memory would be of no small advantage to his owunl.sNor did God
disappoint him of that which he so ardently expgaead desired." (A New
Eusebius, J. Stevenson, p. 395)

"Planning the Church of the Apostles, Constantind dreamed of resting
there forever in the midst of the Twelve, not mgte of them, but a symbol
of, if not a substitute for, their Leader. Duringetmonths of the church's
construction, his agents had been busy in Palestithecting alleged relies of
the apostles and their companions, to be laid dpdrchurch with his body,
awaiting the general resurrection." (Constantine @reat, John Holland
Smith, pp. 301-302).

"At Easter in A.D.337 the emperor dedicated therCimof the Holy Apostles
in Constantinople, but soon thereafter he was aveecby a fatal ailment. He
visited the baths at Helenopolis in vain, and theteeded to confess his sins
in the Church of the Martyrs. At Ancyrona near Niwwdia, he prepared his
will, leaving the empire to his three sons, andhie presence of a group of
local bishops he was baptized by the bishop witlorwthe had fought so
often, Eusebius of Nicomedia. To this prelate wasusted the will, with
instructions to deliver it to Constantius, Caedathe east. Wearing the white
robe of a neophyte, Constantine died on Penteliast,22.

"... Upon Constantius's arrival the coffin was matito the Church of the Holy
Apostles and placed among the sarcophagi deditatéde Twelve. In the
presence of a vast throng the bishops conductesladnorate funeral with a
requiem eucharist.

... His body rested, however, not in any Flaviarusaséeum or with any of the
great pagan emperors before him but, by his owmcehamong the memori
als of the twelve apostles." (Augustus to ConstantiRobert M. Grant,
p.277).

The project was started but not completed. éi@w, an official search was
made for the locations of the bodies of the Apgstind this official search
was possibly the precipitating cause for the inegntvhich was made for the
Apostolic remains or relics.

16



After this time there arose the practice & treneration of relics. The
superstitious awe which these relics evoked wasecato extremes. The
bodies of the Apostles, the bodies of other "sj@iisd the various holy relics
such as fragments of "the true cross" came intatgtemand. Healings were
claimed by merely touching or kissing these rediod naturally they came
to be considered of great value by both the churetmel governments of the
Middle Ages.

As for a knowledge of the lives of the Apostlénis search for relics both
helped and harmed a true history. The major reifeduding the bodies or
portions of bodies of the Apostles, give us sonmshdf the places of the
death and burial and hence by tradition or associathe locale of their
ministries. We perhaps have successfully tracechistery of some of these
Apostolic remains or relics in the following chagteup to their locations
today.

On the other hand we must recognize that sofiribese Apostolic relics
may not be genuine, since wishful thinking or sienplistakes may have led
the devout of other, less critical ages than otwsgo astray. This was
especially so since there was great church pregtigjéical preferment, and
often much money involved in securing what werédwveld to be genuine
Apostolic relics.

Partisans in the great church schism betweereadst and west undoubtedly
sought to associate their possession of Apostelicsras proof of the blessing
of the Apostles and God upon them, as witness dle that they had the
original and often miracle-working relics in the@xclusive possession.
Fortunately that competition has ebbed with thetw#s. In quite recent
times Pope Paul VI has returned to Greece the bédst.Andrew, to be
housed in a new church in the place of his martyrdoPatras, Greece, under
the care of the Greek Orthodox Church. This walglalyconciliatory gesture
on the part of the Pope since St. Andrew, havirepbeartyred in Greece, is
meaningful to the Greek Orthodox Church. It redulbgsone the Apostolic
relics in Rome, but increases the chances of lmdtween Rome and Athens
very markedly, for whatever that may prove to betiwto those involved.

If one can cut through the maze of the histofyrelics and trace the
presence of fact back to the genuine tradition pbtolic associations in the
places of their original martyrdoms and burialgrthihere is great hope that
this may open up the way to confirm or even discawere light on the
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histories of Apostolic labors. This we have herterapted to do where
possible. Admittedly this task and its results apen to scholarly criticism
and interpretation.

The motivations of the Apostles are now madearty understood.

(6) One great truth about the Apostles is sadeable. It has been
strengthened by every bit of tradition and histary have studied. That is,
most of the Apostles took seriously the great cassiah of Jesus (as recorded
in Matthew 28) and went forth to "Judea, Samanml #e uttermost parts of
the world" to evangelize the nations with the Giarsgospel. The story of
the Apostles is thus mainly the story of evangelisrthe early church. They
set an example for all subsequent Christians thaldar, unmistakable and
unswerving. They challenged commoners and kingseallThey did not
become salaried ecclesiastics but often worked thidir hands to support
themselves, so that by any and all means they nsigdite the good news in
Jesus. Most, like St. Paul, sought to preach Ghinstt building upon other
men's foundations, but going to the regions beyond.

There was an Apostolic strategy of missions.

(7) The lives of the Apostles, especially tbaSt.Paul, reveal an unusual
and brilliant concept of missionary strategy. Thadways went first to the
great cities located on the trade routes. Frometlcesters their disciples and
converts then traveled out to the towns beyondtlek established churches
which in turn established still others. The Apastt@ew the secret of strategic
locations and of delegating responsibility to oshethus multiplying
themselves more rapidly than is the case in manylemmo missionary
enterprises.

THE APOSTLES WERE CHURCHMEN

Above all, they founded congregations. Somedeanoday evangelism is so
apart from the churches that the churches must tleedevangelistic effort,
rather than for the evangelistic effort to builde thonverts firmly into the
churches or to give impetus to new churches. This never the Apostolic
principle, which is why Apostolic evangelism lasteshd some modem
"populist” evangelism soon passes away.

The Apostles enjoined upon their convertsrésponsibility to become the
church. Surely this is one lesson that needs teedearned today. It was St.
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Paul who wrote, Jesus loved the church and gavedtinfor it (Ephesians
5:25).

WHY THE TWELVE?

The Apostles of Jesus Christ are heroes wpodeaits, as Christians have
come to know them, are "larger than life." The Ronaad Greek Catholic
bestowal of the title, "Saint", upon each of theelwe (and thereafter upon a
flood of others) was partly responsible for makthgm into demigods. But
long before the time the New Testament was colieicte® one volume (the
Canon) the figures of the Twelve had assumed cordimgnespect. John, in
The Revelation of Jesus Christ, speaks of the Nwusadlem which is to have
the names of the Twelve inscribed in its foundatiofincidentally, that
inclusion settles the issue of whether Matthias, \ater the defection of Judas
Iscariot, truly considered by the other Apostlesas of the Twelve.)

Why did Jesus choose only twelve chief Apa&tleObviously to
correspond to the twelve tribes of Israel. He, Hilhsas the new and eternal
high priest, would stand for the priestly thirtdetribe, Levi. The function of
the Apostles was to bear witness to the resurmeatio Jesus and of His
teachings. For this reason, as the election of Wt to replace Judas
confirms, an Apostle had to have been long withugemd a witness to his
teachings.

Paul stoutly maintained that he also was aasflp, since his conversion,
call, and instruction came directly from Jesus, #mal signs of an Apostle
were his in abundance. Yet there is no evidencehhavas ever admitted to
that inner circle of the original Twelve. Some bé toriginal Twelve probably
never did fully trust him, and even Peter confeghatihe did not always
understand "our beloved brother, Paul" (2 Petes)3:1

THE BOOK OF ACTS AND THE TWELVE

In a most important sense, the book of ThesAaft the Apostles, the
earliest Christian book of history, is the storyhafw Christianity, at first a
sect within Judaism, was opened to the Gentiled,hmw in a short time it
became mainly a faith of the Gentiles. From starfinish, The Acts shows
Christianity as a minority movement among the Jeseen rejected by most
Jews, becoming Gentilized as the illustrious Paghime the European leader
of the Christian movement. Peter remained for & tas the most prominent
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Jewish-Christian leader, but Christianity after finst century gradually died
down among the Jews.

The Acts carefully records how Peter, obvigus first against his will,
became a grudging Apostle to some Gentiles, yehallwhile endeavoring to
keep Christianity as Jewish as possible. The plaheobook of The Acts is as
logically and carefully laid out as a lawyer's lorie proves conclusively that
Christianity was intended to, and slid, lose itslegively Jewish character. It
was to be much more than a sect or another pathinndudaism, such as
were the Pharisees, Sadducees, or Essenes.

Those who expect The Acts to be the complatly distory of Christianity
are doomed to disappointment. It is that only ieaidlly and in a fragmentary
way.

Its main argument is that God, Himself, toreri§ianity loose from its
Jewish foundations and made it universal. To ds He used Peter at first,
then Paul. The other Apostles played only inciderties in the story of The
Acts, since it is not a history of the Apostles htiistory of the emergence of
Gentile Christianity.

As valuable and as liberating as this emphasthe Bible student is soon,
and perhaps unconsciously, caught up in the persangtry of Paul. Peter,
though prominent at first, is later ignored, as Huts unfolds for the reader
the story of Paul and his friends, Timothy, Lukesiabas, Silas and others.

The Acts, having shown Peter and the resthef Twelve as having
launched the Christian movement, and as havingséieshe admission of
believing Gentiles into the churches, then portragain and again the fact
that only some Jews around the Roman world acce@teist. As others
rejected Christ, in each instance Paul is showturzsgng to the Gentiles who
seemed much more willing to receive the gospel thamajority of the Jews.

This historical insight is necessary to knbwe are to understand why we
have a great deal of information about John andrPahd even more about
Paul, but know really very little of the other Aples.

Roman and Greek Christianity early became danti over Judaistic
Christianity. Western Christians of the Roman Empitreasured and
preserved the writings of these three Apostles wiwked among the
Gentiles. The other Apostles did not write muchthwihe exception of
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Matthew. But Matthew's personality does not comeugh clearly in his
gospel. The writings, if any, of the remaindertuf Twelve are lost.

Mark was the helper and writer for Peter, ldatrk was not considered an
Apostle but an Apostolic assisttint, as were Tirgotfitus, Epaphroditus,
Luke, Barnabas, Silas, Acquilla, Priscilla and HrasLuke wrote about Paul
in The Acts, and about the Apostles and Jesussigdspel. But Luke was not
himself an original Apostle. Hence, the New Testatres we have it is the
product of Matthew, an Apostle, Peter, an Apogitdin, an Apostle, and Paul,
an Apostle. Other New Testament authors such a Bfad Luke, were not
Apostles, but assistants, and Jude and James wieoé the original followers
of Jesus, but brothers of the Lord, who did notigvel until after the
Resurrection of Christ.

As for the history of the Apostles after thistf few years in Jerusalem,
except for brief references to them in The Actsmuest look into the Epistles,
the book of The Revelation of Jesus Christ, théohes and traditions or
legends of the early, post-Apostolic Christian @nit and to the local
traditions of the Christian movement in the plagkere the Apostles labored
or died. It is this latter research than has hadlé¢ast historic treatment and
which we will attempt to explore, along with thosarly Christian traditions
and Scriptural accounts which are fairly well (hot universally) known.

LEGEND, MYTH AND TRADITION

The word legend is today in better standirantit was a short time ago.
‘Legendary' has often been a word of ill reputeititias meant "mythical” to
most people. The word "tradition" stands far higlmerthe estimation of
historians. Scholars today, thanks to literanyjiaisin, historical research, and
archeological observations, have more confidendkdrexistence of a residue
of fact amongst the legends and traditions about-kmewn historical or
Biblical figures. Blown up and fanciful they may ,bbut legends and
traditions are often the enlargements of reality] @raditions may not be
exaggerations at all, but actual fact We have gitedito squeeze some of the
water out of those legends which exist about thedsfips and find the
elements of the reasonable and possible whicharadlitions. Dogmatism is
impossible in our subject, but surely a fuller kheadge of the lives of all the
Apostles can now be acquired than has hitherto geearally known.

THE RELEVANCE TODAY
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But why should the Christian reader, or thedieg public, be interested in
the histories of the first Apostles of Jesus CHrist

For one thing, any increase of knowledge aloatApostles will greatly
illumine the power-filled early days of Christianitand perhaps help to
recover the secret of the primitive dynamic of élagly Christians.

Christians today know, or can know, more abwmainy things than any
other generation of believers. Archeology is a tieddy modem science.
Textual criticism has secured a clearer Biblicak tthan was ever available
before. Yet, unfortunately, much of the power apiditsof New Testament era
Christianity is obviously missing in today's chuesh

The general public needs to see afresh thécatexh of the earliest
Christian leaders, and to feel the modern relevaidbeir timeless methods
and ideals. Christianity needs a self-renewal caalidnstitutions. From where
will this renewal come? That dynamic momentum whedrly Christians
bequeathed, and which has still not entirely ruwmjovas surely, in part, the
personal and direct heritage of the Twelve Apostes their Christian
contemporaries.

The least that a study of this kind shouldtdbate to all Christians is to
direct our attention back to the days of a pureengrusted, tradition-free
Christianity. There is much about the lives of theelve Apostles that can
speak to us existentially today. Indeed, to discavieat the Apostles did, or
what it is claimed that they did, is to rediscottegir motivation and the life-
strategy which they followed.

HOW THIS STUDY BEGAN

In a sense this book has taken thirty yearsoaiprehensive and intensive
study to write. In 1944 the author finished a Bashef Divinity at Bethel
Theological Seminary, St.Paul, Minnesota, with goman church history
which included over sixty semester credit-hours anthesis on the same
subject. In 1952 the author submitted another disen on the same subject
and was graduated with a Doctorate in Religious cBtion from
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, Fortdrexas.

Since that time, he has read continually i@ slubject of ecclesiastical
history and has traveled repeatedly to Europei(88s) and the Middle East
(27 journeys) in search of Biblical and eccles@tinformation. This rich
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experience has been a labor of love and has bgbaty mewarding in terms of

the discovery of new facts and fresh insightss laifalse supposition that all
useful historic knowledge is to be found only iroks, though many hundreds
have been read by this writer about the Twelve #ess There is much

additional information about them to, be gleanely dy travel to places the

Apostles once knew, and by conversation with pemble now live there,

who know of traditions not widely found in the baokvhich are readily

available to scholars. No one book, to my knowledges ever been written
that includes all known facts about the Apostletd now.

For example: in October, 1971, the writer \vaasofficial guest in Iran for
the celebration of the 2,500 year memorial to Cythes Great. Upon this
occasion the opportunity arose to interview thelées of several of the very
ancient Christian movements of Iran who trace thpiritual descent back to
the visits to Persia in the first century of atstefive of the Apostles of Jesus!
Not only was new information obtained, but a widerderstanding of the
Eastern thrust of early Christianity beyond thedeos of the Roman world
about which we Christians of the Western traditioow very little. This has
been our great loss. The following observationsaardlustration of an area of
Christian history about which few American Chria8&know:

"...Iran had known Christianity from the earlidéstés of Apostolic preaching.
When Christianity was first preached in this pdrthe world, that is to say,
beyond the frontiers of East Roman Empire, namelythe easternmost
regions of Asia Minor, north-eastern regions of &nt Syria and
Mesopotamia, the Apostles and their immediate ssmre did not know any
boundary between East Syria, Mesopotamia, ArmardaPersia. In fact, the
peoples of these countries lived in such a statelasfe association that the
first Christians all belonged to the same strearevaingelization, they shared
the same Christian traditions handed down to thgrthe first Apostles and
their disciples.

"Thus, beginning from the first century, the Chaistfaith had been preached
in Edessa, in the kingdom of Osrohene. It penatrateo Armenia and Persia
in the same century. As Tournebize has said: 'F@snohene the faith
undoubtedly had shown forth quite early to the Ebstween Edessa and
Armenia the distance was not big.' Long before Babraus, the alliances

and frequ ent interpenetrations between ParthRessians, Edessenians and
Armenians bad justified the following remark of tfeamous monophysite
patriarch: Parthians or Persians, Parthians or dedésns, Parthians or
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Armenians, all are one." (The Armenian Christiaradition in Iran, A
Lecture, Interchurch Centenary Committee, p.1).

Later, in November of 1971, the writer ledraup of people from all over
America on a historic journey which was entitle@ihé Search For the Twelve
Apostles." On this expedition, through Europe ahe Middle East, many
more of the recorded facts in this book emergechiit possibly be said that no
other group in modern or ancient times has hithedde so comprehensive a
study into the lives and burial places of the Assin the actual locations
indicated by history or tradition as have been @ased with the Apostles.

Possibly there is yet more light to be throswnthe subject of the Twelve
Apostles. One thinks, for instance, of the vashiaes of ancient and as yet
untranslated documents in the Greek Orthodox meriast or the Vatican
Library in Rome. We do not pretend to the schéiarslinguistic ability, or
the sheer time which would be necessary to dighferneedles in these huge
haystacks. We must await the happy day when othesse able will
accomplish these tasks.

But within the limits of present scholarshariginal research, and the
critical examination of history and traditions, Wwave, we hope, amassed all
that is known, or which reasonably can now be lkeduabout the Apostles. We
can anticipate with joy that further scholarshipiethwill add to the body of
information here presented.
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CHAPTER NINE

THOMAS

ST.Thomas was also known as Didymas. The word mé&ams," but we do
not know anything about the brother or sister whas wis twin. He was a
native of Galilee and by trade, a fisherman.

The few Biblical references which single him ownframong the Twelve for
special attention seem to indicate that he waseatmuner or doubter. Even to
this day he is known as "doubting Thomas." Thonwsessed a nature which
contained within it certain conflicting elementscegdingly difficult of
reconciliation, possessed little natural buoyanicgpirit, and was inclined to
look often at life with icy coolness or despondenégt, Thomas was a man
of indomitable courage and entire unselfishness.cbimbined a perpetual
faith in the teaching of Jesus mingled with a siedeve for Jesus the teacher.
He is referred to in detail by the Gospel of Jolane, though his election to
the Twelve is recorded in Matthew 10:3, Mark 3:18ke 6:15 and Acts 1:13.

John records that when Jesus, despite immatarger at the hands of
hostile Jews, declared his intention of going tahBay to help Lazarus,
Thomas alone opposed the other disciples who sdogtiissuade him, and
protested, "Let us also go: that we may die witin.hi(John 11:16) Was this
courage or a fatalistic pessimism? Perhaps, irmaget way, it was both.

On the eve of the Passion, Thomas put thetignesLord, we know not
whither thou goest; and how can we know the way®@hif 14:5) In this he
revealed an insensitivity to what Jesus had tawghith came from an
unwillingness to believe.
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After the Crucifixion, Thomas was not presetien the Risen Christ first
appeared to the disciples. Later he arrived and iyearing of the resurrection
was stubbornly unconvinced. Said Thomas, "Excspall see the print of the
nails ... I will not believe." (John 20:25)

Paradoxically, for one who did not believethe resurrection, Thomas
remained in the company of the other Apostles witght days later when
Jesus suddenly appeared in their midst. Addresgiiognas he invited him to
come and examine his wounds and to "be not faghlésit believing."
Whereupon Thomas prostrated himself and utteredxpeession, "My Lord
and my God." He was reproved by Jesus for his pusviinbelief:

"Because thou hast seen me, thou hast believestduleare they that have not
seen, and yet have believed." (John 20:24-29)John, who has given us the
greatest amount of detail about Thomas and whophnadably known him
from boyhood, since they were of the same craft aity mentions that
Thomas was present when Jesus manifested himsidf thik disciples were
fishing on the Sea of Tiberias.

The constant picture of Thomas is that of eq@eality intent to gloom and
doubt, yet a believer just the same. He had nevet whe Bible calls "a
wicked heart of unbelief." Instead he was a man winaggled against his
doubts and was ready to abandon them when he could.

It is well for us that we have the picture "dbubting Thomas" in the
Biblical record for, as has been commonly notedthg commentators,
"Thomas doubted that we might have no doubts."

THE MISSIONARY ACTIVITIES OF THOMAS

A great many legends have grown around theeaching ministry of this
Apostle. Among those which must be rejected isattempt to identify him
with Jude, the son of James, and as a twin brathéme Messiah. Another
legend makes a woman named Lysia, the twin sisteFhomas. (ISBE,
p.2973) However, in the light of traditions, whichve a great deal of history
to back them up, we need not worry about the mythd, may rather
confidently reconstruct the actual missionary jeyshof St. Thomas. In fact,
it may be said that we really know more about Sirias than we do about
almost any other Apostle with the exception of Jamd Peter. It is our
intention to examine in detail this traditional toiy and to note the high
quality of the documentation which stands behind it
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It is evident that Thomas visited Babylon. 8ese the tradition of the
western churches revolved around ConstantinopleRamde, it is astonishing
how little is known, even by many church historiaabout the many other
vital Christian movements which began during Apbstdimes. These
movements quickly spread eastward, and therefoesl owthing to Western
Christianity.

Some of the eastern churches boast that Hieiarchical organizations
date prior to those established in ConstantinopteRome. This may be more
of a presumption than a historical fact since theranchy was a late
development everywhere. But the traditions arercks@re was an Apostolic
movement eastward and Thomas was a central figure.

THE TRADITION OF THE CHURCH OF THE EAST

The official name of the Church of the EastTite Holy Apostolic and
Catholic Church of the East." Its publications wlai'lt was founded by the
Apostles, St.Peter, St.Thomas, St. Thaddeus akth@f the Seventy. In the
early centuries of Christianity there was only @teurch. The affairs of the
Church were managed by Bishops in their respeetreas. There were also
chief Bishops known as Patriarchs. Writes Mar Yaddhnna, a Uniate
Bishop of the Roman Church, in his book "Margy Begty"

"Places where Patriarchates were organized by tig Apostles are the
following mothers of all cities; the first, Babyloti is the metropolis, yea, the
mother of all cities, and therefore was the Headhef Assyrian Kingdom.

Then Alexandria, Antioch, Rome, and Constantindé.these only Babylon
was at that time outside the Roman Empire of thestW8o the Babylon
Patriarch soon came to be known as Patriarch diése In the words of

the Rev.Enoch Jones of the American Episcopal ®htithe Patriarchate of
the East can claim to be the oldest Patriarchaies"Holiness Maran Mar
Eshai Shimun is the 1{%atriarch in this glorious line. It may also beewb

that the Church of the East is variously called/égious historians.

Some of the popular appellations are Assyrian GhulMestorian Church,
Chaldean Syrian Church, etc." (Souvenir of Indiag TThurch of the East,
p.49)

"....The Church of the East traces its origin disedack to the original
Apostles. One of its chapels founded by the ThregeWlen on their return
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from Bethlehem, is still in use today in the towrResaieh, in Northern Iran.
The Patriarch attended that chapel as a boy.".(Ipié3)

A noted special volume was published to comorate the visit to India of
the Patriarch of the Church of the East. It cotaimny references to the
Apostolic tradition of that church body and St.Trasn

"....After establishing churches and ordaining gyein the Middle East,

St.Thomas came to this country as deputed by hisLétere, too, he
instructed thousands and thousands of peopleirtrtiee faith of our Lord,

baptised them in the name of the Father, Son ahyg Gloost, set up churches
for their worship and ordained the necessary cléoggater to their spiritual
needs.

Afterwards he endured various persecutions andecpestly martyrdom for
the belief and justice of our Lord, by a lance #troy miscreants deputed by
King Mizdi." (Souvenir - India, p.19)

"More than one thousand and nine hundred years thgoholy Apostle

St.Thomas, after establishing the first Christidrukch among his own people
in ancient Babylon, turned to India, led by the H@&pirit, and with an

evangelical zeal traversed this subcontinent piegcthe good news and
baptising those who believed in Him. His words Hatlen into good ground,

bearing fruit bringing forth a hundredfold' and esuding to countries all over
Asia. But by the vicissitudes of history, throudte tcenturies, this Church,
founded on the blood of martyrs, has become alneasinct, leaving a

scattered remnant” (Ibid., Foreword)

Dr.Michael Ramsay, Archbishop of Canterburgkreowledges in a letter
the above claims, printed in the same volume, éfaflowing words:

"...Had there been time during my visit to Indiawbuld have greatly

welcomed an opportunity of visiting your ancientu@th of the East in India,
with your proud claim of having been founded by gineat Apostle St.Thomas
himself." (Ibid.,Messages, p.17)

Traditions of the Syrian Indian Church

Dr.Edgar J. Goodspeed bears witness to the tradificGyrian Indian Church
as follows:
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"It is a striking fact that the so-called 'Acts Diomas' relate the mission of
Thomas to India, and they were written early in tthied century, as modern
authorities (Harnack, M.R.James) agree. This gaewfconfirm the legend of

the Syrian Indian church, that Thomas did indeedondy cross Parthia with

his message but actually penetrated India witlilittse Acts have some links
with the first-century Indian history, also." (TRevelve, Edgar J.Goodspeed,
p.97)

Traditions of The Nestorian Church

On the occasion of this writer's visit to Ien1971, he held conferences
with a number of noted Christian authorities. Amotltem was His
Excellency Yohannan S.Issayi, the archivist of @maldean Catholic Library
at Teheran. He was furnished a book by a churctorias, John Stewart,
Ph.D. (Narsai Press, Trichur, Kerala, India, 19P%51). In the introduction
Stewart writes: "The message must have been cdaige furtherest confines
of the Asiatic continent with almost the rapiditiyaprairie fire. It is evident
St.Thomas arrived in India no later than 49 A.Mntrduction, p.27)

Speaking of the Nestorians and their Apostotigins Stewart says, "The
center of this marvelous church was first in Edemsd then in the Persian
province of Abiabene. There was a large and widggpChristian community
throughout the whole of central Asia in the firsnturies of the present era.
Countries such as Afganistan, and Tibet were cergérChristian activity."
(Introduction, p.27)

The Traditions of The Chaldean Catholic Church

The learned and controversial Roman CatholcdiDal Tisserot writes:
"Speaking of Persia the Chaldean said, The Apds$tenas accompanied by
Jude were primary Apostles.” (Dictionaire De Themo Catholique, A.
Vacant, E. Mangenot, E. Amann, p.162. Published11%aris Librarie,
Letoueny Et Ave. 87, Boulevard Raspail)

The Traditions of the Mar Thomar Syrian Church of South India
The Metropolitan Juhanon Mar Thomar, the headhe Mar Thomar
Syrian Church of South India, in an interview wiristian Life Magazine

(November 1954, page 20) said, "According to tradithe history of the Mar
Thomar Syrian Church goes back to the Apostle Tisowtao landed, we are
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told, at Malabar, South India in A.D.52 and foundseveral Christian
churches.

This is supported only by early and strong tradgi@and that is all we can say.
Shut off by mountains on one side and the sea @rmttfier, the Christians at
Malabar lived, more or less, a life of isolationodiinal controversies of the
western church did not concern them. Unaware adehmntroversies they
welcomed with open arms any Christians from foreigountries and
consequently were influenced by various easterncties."

The Records of the Coptic Church Historians

While this body of Christians has not takeno#iitial stand on the life of
St.Thomas, the noted historian Aziz S. Atiya speaksthe St.Thomas
tradition:

"The congregations of South Indian Christians halweys prided themselves
on a long-standing tradition that their Christigrig apostolic and that it was
introduced into Malabar by the Apostle Thomas, rafthom they call
themselves.

The literary origin of this tradition is found il apocryphal Acts of Judas-
Thomas ascribed to the famous Edessene writer Bamds (154-222) towards
the end of the second or the beginning of the tbextury. It is said that a
certain Abbanes, a trade envoy to Syria was conionisd by the Indian King
Gondophares to seek an able architect from thattppto build a palace for
him. The tradition states that he was directed by Oord Himself in a
Jerusalem market to St.Thomas, who accompaniedbhik to India. There
St.Thomas agreed with the king to undertake thsit ta winter instead of
during the usual summer building season. At hehd saint really
contemplated a celestial and not a material palasée squandered the royal
funds in giving to the poor, the king seized hind gt him in prison. At that
time the king's brother, Gad, died and at his busidnessed the untold
splendour of the celestial palace promised by thatsthen miraculously
came back to life to recount his wondrous visiohe king and his brother
therefore released the saint and accepted baptisis dand. The remaining
parts of the Acts contain even more fabulous maselntil in the end, the
Apostle committed the church to the care of a deatmed Zenopbus (or
Xanthippus) and went away to preach the Gospeltleroparts where he
earned the crown of martyrdom. After his burial,Sgrian co-religionist
transported his body back to Edessa without theviedge of the local king,
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who eventually wanted to try to cure his sick symieans of the saint's relic.
Upon opening the grave, they found the body to diegbut earth from the
tomb performed the miracle and healed the ailingcer, and the whole royal
family was converted to Christianity.

Two schools of thought have arisen in regard te #miocryphal tale. The first
impulse of the scholar was to refuse outright tl®le episode as altogether
unhistorical. Such was the reaction of the old sthidore recent thought has
tended not to discard the idea of St. Thomas's aladstto India, though still
repudiating the legendary nature of the Acts. & hlieady been pointed out
that the sea route to South India was well usdgioiman times for the purpose
of the pepper trade, and that Roman gold and sibeéns from the early
centuries of our era have been discovered in Madskasoil. Syrians had
reached India, which is almost identical in therbture of the East Syrians
with our modern India. Moreover, startling numisibatvidence has
established the existence of both King Gondophargs his brother Gad as
bistoric figures and not simply legendary charact@heir names have been
found on excavated coins and in a Gandhara ingmmigixing their rule as
about 19-45 A.D. in Scytho-India in the Indus vall¥estiges of St. Thomas
Christians are said to persist in secret partsoothern India, for example at
Tatta near the mouth of the Indus. It is thouglat tine Apostle was driven
from the Indian Parthian empire by the descenhefKushan invaders in the
year 50 A.D. and that he sailed to the island afofa, whence he reached
South India on a passing trade ship. Bishop Mediycontends that the
climatic conditions specified by the Acta Thoma lgpmore to South India
than to the Punjab, and that the court life of Gupithres benefits a ma
haraja's household more than , Parthian royal palac

We may conjecture that St. Thomas the Apostle cbalge joined an already
existing colony of Jews, Greeks and Syrians at Ki#giranganore on the
shore of Malabar.

Whatever the outcome of these arguments, it isr ¢leagt Christianity was
planted in Malabar at a very early date, certabgfore the end of the second
century, as testified by Pantaenus." (A Historfeabtern Christianity, Aziz S.
Atiya, p 361-363)

Modern Historical Confirmation of First Century Travel to India

While the following news item has nothing wlith St. Thomas, as such,
it confirms the fact that there was much travelirmn the Roman Empire to
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India in the first century. It consists of a stomhich appeared in the
L.A.Times (August 25, 1971, Part 1A). The story wasadlined, "Ancient
Jewish Colony in India Disappearing.”

COCHIN, India-The synagogue here celebrated itad@fniversary in 1968
and visitors included Prime Minister Indira Gandhid Jews from as far away
as the United States. Now there is no rabbi.

The white Jews along the Malabar Coast once nurdberss of thousands.
Now there are only 80. The Jews of Cochin camendlialin AD 72, driven

from Jerusalem by Roman legions. Now many - acalithnumber - are
returning to Israel.

The Cochin synagogue - others closed when the egagons returned to
Israel - contains many historic treasures. Amoreqtlare the copper plates
given by the local ruler in AD 379 to the Jewishmeounity, conveying a

large land grant.

The reader will note several details of the aboweyswhich confirm the
likelihood of the historicity of the traditions efrly Christianity in India. The
fact that a colony of Jews came there in A.D.72/gsothat the Jews of the
first century knew about this part of the world ahdt travel of even large
groups was possible. There was no question of plotion of an unknown
continent. Further, the continuity of the Jewisimoaunity demonstrates how
a Christian community could also continually efisim the first century until
the present in the same area. The references tofper plates is similar to
several stories about this means of granting amtifyéeg political and
property rights in ancient times.

Modern Scholarship

There is one great work of scholarship whieveals a very thorough study
of the St.Thomas tradition in India, which seemsdnfirm, its historicity. We
are greatly indebted to the Roman Catholic schaakl.Mundadan, who
wrote his doctoral dissertation on St.Thomas aear@n University in 1980,
and later expanded it into a book which the wrjiarchased at the Vatican
Bookstore in Rome early in 1971. The book is exditlThe Traditions of the
St.Thomas Christians." It was printed in India amdtten in English. It
reveals the author's superb ability at researchpaesents a truly enormous
amount of documentation. We have excerpted thevimllg information from
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this book. One could only wish that we had as muo@drmation about all the
other apostles as Dr.Mundadan has provided abotih@nas.

Dr.Mundadan deals with arguments regardingAghestolate of St.Thomas
in India:

Quote:

"The Portuguese arrived in India at the end offifteenth century. When they
came they certainly possessed some vague informetiocerning the aposto-
late of St.Thomas in India. Not long after theiriaal they began to hear
reports about the existence of what was describatiea’house' and 'tomb' of
St. Thomas in Mylapore on the Choromandel Coast. Buing the first
decade or two the Portuguese officials were so bashe Malabar Coast and
in Goa that they could give practically little att®n to matters concerning
Choromandel. It was only in the early twenties ltd sixteenth century that
they made earnest efforts to explore Choromanddl Mglapore and the
'house’ of St.Thomas.

For a review of the respective positions taken Bfemknt scholars on this
question we may refer the readers to a learnedetity Hambye S.J. in The
Clergy Monthly. He classifies these scholars imtar fgroups: the first of these
groups, in which is included the Bollandist Peet®r3., denies any kind of
Indian apostolate of St. Thomas; the second grotgriised of those who
support the North Indian apostolate of the Apobtié deny or disregard the
South Indian apostolate; those who are strongly tfeg North Indian
apostolate but keep an open mind, ready to weighptbs and cons of the
possibility of the South Indian apostolate beloogdhe third class; the fourth
group of scholars, while trying to combine both Narth Indian and South
Indian apostolates, consider the South Indian afaistmore reliable.

Our source of knowledge for the Indian apostoldtS§torhomas is a tradition
because we do not possess any written account @dntemporary to the
apostolate as we have in St.Luke's 'Acts of thesfips' of St. Paul's activities
and of some of St. Peter's activities. The earlestten record about St.
Thomas' preaching in India is the romantic apocaypicts of St.Thomas,
written in Syriac towards the end of the secondugror by the beginning of
the third century. From the third century onwardsfimd frequent allusions to
the Parthian or Indian apostolate of St. Thomahénwritings of the Church-
Fathers and other ecclesiastical writers. Beginmiitg the fourth century the
tradition is constant and unanimous in all the Ches.

33



The contents of the western tradition, whethes gingle or combined, may be
summarised thus: Thomas the Apostle preached tlepebin Parthia and
India, converted many, including members of somgalrdamily, suffered
martyrdom there, and was first buried in Indialftdater his mortal remains
were transferred to the West (to Edessa) where thege honourably
deposited and venerated. The main source for riiktion is, no doubt, the
Acts of St.Thomas in which India is named the figldbt. Thomas' activity.

The third century writers up to the council of Nseaassigned the field to
Parthia. But the post-Nicene writers consider didn This difference is the
main basis for Hambye to distinguish a double arfgr the western tradition.
The Indian tradition is not so clearly uniformydries, as we go from source
to source and from place to place. The generatitneay be summarised here
as follows: St.Thomas, one of the twelve Apostlée®wr Lord came direct
from the Near-East and landed in Cranganore abBuA.B.; he converted
high caste Hindu families in Cranganore, Palaywildd etc.; consecrated
priests from some of these families; built someesexhurches, erected
crosses; then passed over to the eastern coastuéfeded martyrdom there;
his tomb is in Mylapore on the coast. The westadition is generally taken
as based on the Acts of St.Thomas. Thus the auttioosdeny any kind of
historic value for this work, deny absolutely thadian apostolate of St.
Thomas; while those who assert the North Indianstgbate attribute some
historic value to the Acts. We are rather inclinedhink that the Acts cannot
be the only source of the western tradition, whickonstant and unanimous
from the beginning of the fourth century, espegiadince the Acts are
acknowledged by certain Fathers already in thetliocentury as apocryphal.
There must have existed already before the composif the Acts some
element in the oral tradition about the apostolateSt.Thomas, which
probably formed the nucleus or the point of departar the romantic Acts. In
establishing this historical nucleus the doubledrén the western tradition,
suggested by authors, if well explored, may beep &irward.

Although the Portuguese, from the early years efrthrrival in India, had
begun to hear about the tomb of St.Thomas on therdbiandel Coast, it
seems that it was only in 1517 some of them agteatered Mylapore to visit
it.

The entire relics are known to have been removeuxh findia to Edessa and
later to Ortona in Italy where now they rest.
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According to the Acts of Thomas already before 20D. the bones of the

Apostle must have been removed to the West: lotey #ie martyrdom and

burial of St. Thomas a son of Mazdai the ruler &f fflace where he was
martyred falls sick; he then gets the tomb of tip@#tle opened to heal his son
with the relics, but the bones were not found, dioe of the brethren had taken
them away secretly and conveyed them to the WstsEphrem recognises the
relics, so much venerated at his time in Edessaaamg been carried there
from India by some merchants. To them a Pontifiganesl a feast and a king
built a shrine. 'St.John Chrysostom merely says ttha site of St Thomas'

tomb is as much known as the sites of tombs ofe&rPSt.Paul and St.John
but he does not give any definite indication adatation. The 5th century

'‘Martyologium Hieronimanum' assigns July 3 as tbenmemoration day in

Edessa of the translation of the body of St. Thomwas, suffered in India.

Gregory of Tours (594 A.D.) gives an account of ti@nastery of St. Thomas
in India based on the report he had heard from aknealled Theodor who
had visited that monastery. Th8 éentury Passio Thomae says that the body
of St.Thomas after his martyrdom was buried in hwpnand great prodigies
took place at the tomb. At the request of the $wgrithe Roman Emperor
Alexander [sic] who had defeated the Xarse of Bexwidered the body to be
brought from India to Edessa and kept in 'loceligeateo quod pendit ex
catenis argenteis." Mufazzal ibn Abil-Fazail (1388.), a Mohammedan
historian, in his history of the Mamlouk Sultansote: ‘From there [Ceylon]
the pilgrims go to visit the monastery of Mar Toyméich possesses the
eternally living hand of one of the disciples ofrQuord, the Messiah: in the
monastery there is a vaulted niche, in which isntbthe hand, and an oil
flowing from the hand.' We are quite justified eysg with Figredo that the
Portuguese did not discover the tomb. It was kndéevexist and they were
informed about it by European travellers, Armeniamrchants and the
Christians of Malabar.

Thome Lopes, who accompanied V.da Gama on his dgoamey to India in
1503 says that, among other events reported by, thenChristians who came
to meet Gama told the Portuguese how they wereuming a big pilgrimage
to the tomb of St.Thomas who was buried near ttaintry, and who worked
many miracles. The four Chaldean bishops, who edrin India in 1503/4 and
who had intimate contacts with the Portuguese, rtegoto their Patriarch:
"....the House of the holy Apostle Thomas had begure inhabited by some
Christians who are thinking of its restoration. Butes at a distance of about
25 days' journey from the said Christians, anek# bn the sea shore in a town
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called Mailapur in the province of Silan, which ase of the provinces of
India.'

Another factor to be mentioned in this connectisrthat the 16th century
Portuguese authors lacked the modern techniques aftical method of
approach to those problems which they had to deaonnection with the
findings. That this is especially manifested byith®mewhat naive and
credulous attitude towards the alleged miraclagnds and pious stories. In
spite of all this we are convinced that what thexgord deserves credence as
a whole; the general un-desirable influences caglibenated by a sound and
critical mind.

The House

"According to the unanimous tradition of the nasivie was 1460 or 1470
years then after the holy house in Mylapore wadt.bitiiwas miraculously
built by the Apostle himself. According to Corrdeethouse was called by the
natives 'the house of the holy man.’

All around the house was a plot of ground well &howith very high
brushwood. The documents call the house indifférénbuse’ or ‘church.' It
was very big and lay in a ruinous state. Gomez gjiue the following
description of the house. 'It is made in the fashobd our churches and lie
East-West; it has three doors: one at the entraarasther in the middle and
the third in the principal chapel. All the doorg dined with sheets of iron and
diamond-shaped studs of iron; the doors are of weadked out with skilful
workmanship’. The house was 17 ells long and lladyraccording to
D.Fernandez. Correa says more precisely that freptincipal doors to the
entrance [sic] of the chapel there was a distahd2 ells and the chapel itself
was 5 ells. It had two side doors and three naixededl by wooden pillars of
fine workmanship. These pillars supported the tepnb which was also of
fine work. Above the wood-work there were wallsmobrtar reinforced with
stones and reaching the tiles roof. Outside thesdaere kept water troughs
for holy water.

This is the main plan of the house, which, accardinall authors, was made

in the fashion of the Portuguese churches excepthio fact that there was
nothing but crosses inside the church, and no isage
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According to D.Fernandez the central chapel wihtatver was the one built
by the Apostle. From this statement it would appbat the side chapels and
naves were later additions.

The Chapel

"According to what the Portuguese heard from théves the body of
St.Thomas, who died on a mountain at a distanee fhe house, was brought
to the house and lay buried at that time in thgpehan the righthand (on the
Gospel side). In the chapel on the Epistle sidebdasred a disciple of the
Apostle. Both these chapels do not seem to havelbeger than five and a
half ells, just large enough to enclose the bodkesto the identity of the
disciple buried in the lefthand chapel (on the ttigimd of the person looking),
the authors seem to diverge in opinion. Accordiog Gomez, it was
'St.Mathias, a companion of the Apostle.' For Dneadez and Correa he was
the king of the place, a converted Christian.

The Apostle was wounded in the cave on the Littleukt but in his death
agony, he got out of the cave and dragged himeethe Big Mount where
was the principal oratory, and where also presuynal@re his disciples.
There, wounded mortally, as he was, he clasped oaesftcross and
recommended his soul to his Master.

The traditions gathered by the Portuguese may l@ teabe threefold,
according to their sources: 1. the Malabar tradifiwhat appears to have been
told them by the people of Malabar, especially @gistians of St. Thomas);
2. the Chaldean tradition (what had been gathereth fChaldeans and
Chaldean books); 3. the Mylapore tradition (what theople of the
Choromandel Coast told the Portuguese). But iftenaifficult to distinguish
the purely Malabar tradition from the Chaldean dvl@ny of the traditions
which the Jesuits found among the Thomas Christimese in books of
Chaldean origin. The Abuna who gives testimonyi83.openly declared that
what he attested was heard in his own country mandailabar.

"That the Christians of St. Thomas possessed sukisdmgs commemorating
the life, deeds and praises of St.Thomas is attesteoy many authors. In
1578 Francisco Dionysio, S.I., writing about theo&pe and the community
founded by him, introduces his narration with theseds: 'What is written
below is known from the information supplied by plelople; it is the common
and unanimous belief of all; they hold it as a welhded-down tradition; they
have put these things in their books and their sorigaffei, after having
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described the Apostles journey, miracles, death says: 'All these were told
to the Portuguese by the Indians not only from tnadiition but also from
written annals. The Malabar children are wont tmysn folk-songs the praises
and the martyrdom of Thomas.'

The Itinerary of the Apostle

"The Apostle St. Thomas was sent by order of Clwighe parts of India etc.
He was accompanied by two other Apostles, St.Bamhew and Judas
Tadeus. Thomas with J.Tadeus went first to Babybmg passing Bacora
went over to Qualexquadaqua where J.Tadeus shittes®lf, converted many
into Christianity and built houses of prayer. A¢ time Abuna was giving the
testimony this place belonged to the Muslims andb&rand there were no
Christians nor any house of prayer there. St.Béothew passed over to
Persia and lay buried in Tarao in a monastery ifbria the land of
Xequismael; there were still many Christians andses of prayer. St. Thomas
leaving Judas Tadeus went to Socotora and thenytapdre and China, in
Cabalia he converted many and built a house ofgprdrom there he returned
to Mylapore and lived on a hill one and a half ieafgic] away from the place
where afterwards was built his house. Amador Comiea described the 1564
feast of the Thomas Christians, says that thig f@as in commemoration of
the day on which St.Thomas came to the end of disngy in a ship, 2
leagues away from Cranganore. Roz who knew thedghal tradition from
the Chaldean books and the local tradition, oralwoitten, tells us that
St.Thomas sold himself to a lord, ambassador okihg of Bisnaga in order
to come to India and preach the Gospel. He preaahddbaptized many in
Cambaya and the lands of Mogor, Socotora, Malawdr Bisnaga reaching
even China and great China according to the Chaldezviary of St.Thomas.
There are vestiges in those places even today iét@ns. The Apostle also
preached to the Cafres.

Apostolate

"St.Thomas preached the gospel and baptized peopléthe places he went
and founded churches. According to a stone insoriphich the Christians
of St.Thomas read and interpreted for Roz, the Apa®nverted 3 principal
kings of India: that of Bisnaga called by them Xofeorumal, that of Pandi
called Pandi Perumal and that of all Malabar calkédran Perumal.
Fr.Guerreiro found in a Chaldean book that the Alposad converted six
kings and three emperors: the emperors corresporiRbr’'s three principal
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kings. The Pandi kingdom, according to Guerreimyesponded to the then
existing kingdom of Cape Comorin.

The same source further attested that on the Claordeh Coast there had
been many churches in older times, all foundechbyApostle. He began eight
archbishoprics in those parts where he preache@& fdmes of those
archbishoprics, as they were written in Chaldearewdifficult to be
identified. Only the following could be clearly idified: Hindu, i.e., Malabar,
Socotora, Cambaia, Mogor, China, and Mahachina whétould be,
according to the author, Cataio.

The Chaldean Abuna told the inquirers of 1533 thatApostle was murdered
with a lance by a low caste. Barros has the folhgwiersion. The Apostle was
murdered while preaching to the people near a tAhkhe instigation of the

Brahmins he was stoned by some people and hedelhdAs he lay there

almost dead a Brahmin struck him with a lance &edstint breathed the last.
According to Dionysio the Apostle was martyred watHance while praying

on a mountain about a league from the town andwhis done at the order of
the king of, the place. Roz read from a stone cimsgiption that the Apostle

died on the 21st of December, in the 30th yearthefpromulgation of the

Gospel.

Diego Couto who, as we saw, tried to combine thditions about the place
of the Apostle's death, gives more details aboaitmthnner of the death of the
Apostle. The envious Brahmins who had been distaddiefore the king by
the virtue of St.Thomas, went to kill him. Hearithgit he was in the cave near
the Little Mount (which at the time of the Apostlas called Antenodur), they
stood near the slope of the mountain, where thaeavnarrow opening to let
in a little light, and looking through it they fodrthe Apostle on his knees
with eyes closed, in a rapture so profound thateeared to be dead. The
Brahmins thrusting the lance through the openingnded him mortally. It

is not proved where exactly the place was but @harities are in accord in
saying that it was on the slope of a mountain. Woend was about half a
span deep. When the saint sighed, all the murdezaeraway and he in his
death agony got out of the cave and dragged hinsdltie Big Mount, and
there he died.

"As to the possibility of St.Thomas preaching imdilny whether in North or

South India, nobody can have any serious douls. iépugnant to think that
Christianity was preached from the beginning onlyhie Roman empire and
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all the twelve Apostles went westwards to the pafthhe Roman empire. At
the dawn of Christianity there were trade routameating the West and the
East, routes very well frequented. The land rouashed parts of N.India
while the sea routes reached the coasts of Malaférother parts of South
India. Hence no one can sensibly deny the podsilaifione or another of the
twelve Apostles having reached India and preachHedstianity there.

"The next step is to fix what part of India is mehw this tradition. The Acts
apparently points to the North-West India. But tthi&es not necessarily mean
that the original content of the tradition, whiclholpably is the historical
nucleus of the Acts, also pointed towards the sdineetion. For the early
Christianisation of North India we do not possesg actual vidence as we
have for that of South India. The South Indian mlao the apostolate of
St.Thomas is supported by two monuments. One isdhenunity of Thomas
Christians who claim their origin as Christiansnfrehe Apostle Thomas, as
had been demonstrated in the previous pages amaslsill be demonstrated
in the next chapter. The second monument is thebtah Mylapore
concerning which we have seen so much in this fiest of the book. As it
had been noted above, almost in every century (ffmmntime of the Acts of
Judas Thomas) there is groping for the tomb ofApestle in 'India’. As time
went on there was progress in identifying it finsth Calamina and then with
Myluph and so on. The clear 'terminus ad quemhisfirogress is the tomb in
Mylapore, which is definitely identified as the tbnof the Apostle by the
thirteenth century. It is remarkable that no otplace inside or outside India
ever claimed so definitely the possession of thabto

Whatever be the conclusion from these facts as ddaiaty, or high
probability, of the South Indian apostolate of &bmas, and as to the
origination from the Apostle of the Christians dafT®omas, we should think
that we are entitled to say at least this muchthan light of these facts the
position of those who deny the South Indian apagtobf St.Thomas is much
more difficult to demonstrate than that of thosewissert it.

As for the relies, it is very probable, as has bseggested earlier, that the
early Portuguese explorers did not know anythinguakthe alleged translation
of the relies to Edessa and later to Ortona andéhémey believed that they
discovered the whole body of the Apostle in thelioBut it is very clear

that they did not actually discover the whole bérdyn their own testimony.
However, their belief persisted. From all this wheat may probably conclude
is that there existed at one time or other a conmyioh Christians on the
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Choromandel Coast, which owing either to some aattalamities or to some
antagonism of the other inhabitants of the plabés (Bntagonism need not
necessarily be a religious persecution) left thaast and incorporated
themselves with the Christian community of Malabar.

We have already seen that a certain Syrian mergtaaned Thomas of Cana
is connected with the origins or rather the earbtdny of the community of
St.Thomas Christians. This man, who apparentlyahaery great influence in
the community, is one of the figures which, to soextent, obfuscate the
tradition concerning the Apostle of the same nadrmvever we shall see

that the Malabar tradition either as it is recortigdthe Portuguese or by the
local accounts, oral or written, is always cardfuldistinguish Thomas, the
Apostle from Thomas of Cana. After the death of mhe the Apostle, the
Malabar Church was left without a preacher anddeadnd after 93 years
there were no priests at all. At that time a pagangician called
Manikabashar appeared; he went to Mylapore and edoskonders by his
magic; seduced many Christians from the true faitmose who remained
faithful took refuge in Malabar and were kindly eded by the believing
brethren there. After that the 160 Christian faesilwere for several long
periods left without priests and leaders; divisials® sprang up among them
at different times for various reasons. Some aofitheft the orthodox faith but
others persevered. 96 families lapsed while 64epersd.

In a vision one night the Metropolitan of Edessw $he sad plight of the
Malabar Christians and the next day narrated rggwito the Catholicos of
the East. The latter, on hearing his dream, sessemgers to all the churches,
monasteries and towns under his jurisdiction amdnsaned all the Christians
before him. Great multitudes, with their respecthishops and merchants
gathered near the Catholicos who addressed thertolththem of the vision.
One of the faithful, a certain merchant Thomas efudalem told the
Catholicos that they had heard about Malabar addh Ifrom strangers. The
Catholicos ordered him to visit Malabar and reptost him. Thomas,
accordingly, departed and arrived in Maliamkaraexhhe saw the Christians
of St.Thomas. They narrated to him everything. Atensoling them he
returned home and reported to the Catholicos dviagytabout themselves.
The Catholicos was ready to sacrifice even his fidfe the Christians of
Malabar. Thomas returned to Malabar with the bislvbp had had the vision,
priests and deacons, men, women and children femmsdlem, Bagdad and
Nineveh. They all landed at Maliamkara in 345 A.D.
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The native Christians joyfully received them anteahaving taken council

with one another, all proceeded together to 'Sheykine king of all Malabar.

The latter complied with all their wishes, gaventhas much land as they
wanted; and conferred upon them the royal honondsiascribed the grant
and the honours on copper plates which were stédsgrved among the
Christians at the time of this writing. Then theurned and built a church
and a town. The church was erected in the land whiKaklur, which was

given by the king to them. The newly built townesthed from East and 472
families dwelt in it with authority.

From that time onwards Syrian Fathers used to dontiee town by order of
the Catholicos of the East, because it was fromthahthe Syrians used to go
to other parts of the world until they were supdeske These Syrian Fathers
governed the dioceses of India and Malabar. In 8&3Syrian Fathers Mar
Saper and Mar Parut, accompanied by the illustrigaisrisho came to India
and reached Kullam. They went to the emperor, thedBbirti, and obtained
land from him on which they erected a church artdven in the district of
Kullam; and to Kullam, Syrian bishops and Metrofmois used to come by
order of the Catholicos who sent them.

There is evidence that there were specialized peaptl educational centres
for the training of the clergy, perhaps for onlgelect few. Thus Joseph the
Indian could tell the Venetians: They (the Chrissiaof St.Thomas) have
excellent doctors; study of letters; they haveltbeks of the prophets

just as we....

Goes follows suit: Their doctors teach the Old alev Law, especially the

prophets in public schools. Some of them are watb@d in the Law. Dionysio

from his own personal knowledge wrote that the Tasi@hristians had many
doctors who interpreted the Sacred Scriptures; they esteemed St.John
Chrysostom much; that they had many apochryphsdries.

That the Christians had in their possession margkddiad been already
alluded to. Joseph the Indian said in Venice thatGhristians of Malabar had
many books of the doctors besides the Bible andPitophets. Goes says,
‘They have the same books of the Old and New Lawm &éise Canon of the
Roman Church, written in Hebrew and Chaldean .eyThave the books of
the doctors which expose the Law...'

Some of the better educated among the priests seeially trained to
preach. Goes says that there were preachers arheng who ordinarily
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preached to them during the whole year. Dionydis tes how the preaching
was performed. These Christians love sermons, eamdons are delivered to
them by those cathenars who know something. Thethoa of preaching is
to narrate stories one after another without aggneto sequence or to the
suitability of the occasion. They enjoy preachiog iwo or three hours at a
stretch.

According to Dionysio there were no special vicarsurates in any church
but all cathenars held equal rights in adminisgegacraments and burying the
dead etc. However, an old priest was held in greaspect. The income was
equally distributed among them.

Joseph the Indian said in Venice: 'The templedhefChristians are made in
our (the Western) fashion, except for the fact thalyy have only crosses in
their churches. At the summit of the church alsydlis a cross. They have no
bells." All are agreed as to the fact that in therch there were no images but
only crosses. Penteado wrote to the king in 1518ty have crosses in
their churches on the altars as well as engravimgisno images or engraved
outlines of profiles and faces. They are astonighdubar that we have images
because they say that St. Thomas had prohibited. tBerr men have begun to
introduce images (faces) and they see it.

Penteado was told by the Christians that they hdg @ general confession
and that they confessed to God in a clear voiceg#ither. What Carneiro and
his companions observed was that they did not gaaifession before
receiving communion. Further, confession among thers not frequent, and
it appeared that some who went to confession dlaesause of their social
communication with the Portuguese. Dionysio wrotel578 that previously
confession among them was not considered neceasdrgn their death beds
they received the sacrament without confessingabtlie time of his writing,
confession and communion had been introduced amemg,.

The account of Joseph the Indian and of Goes ardgitl when they say that
the Christians had no extreme unction but in igg@lthe sick were blessed by
the priest." (Traditions of St. Thomas ChristiaisM. Mundadan, p.38-173)
End Quote

Comments By Various Scholars on the Life of St. Thomas
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In the book "Traditions of the St. Thomas Cimiss" from which we have
excerpted at great length, there is a foreword kpr& Schurhammer, S.J.,
written in Rome, December 1, 1965 which treatsginestion of the Mylapore
tomb of St.Thomas, and its traditions, and poiot& thew argument for the
authenticity for the tomb. It was originally repedtbefore a conference at
the University of Freiburg in Breisgau:

"The bricks in the oldest existing portion in thaughern wall of the tomb are
about 15.5 inches long, 8 inches wide and 3 in¢hiek. Mr.A.Longhurst,
Superintendent of the Archaeological Departmenyttszrn Circle, of India,
who inspected the tomb in 1921, declared that thegks were of great
antiquity, because they were of the kind foundhe Buddhist stupas, only
that those were larger: 20 x 10 x 3 Inches. Twéoty-years later, in 1945,
excavations were made south of Mylapore in Arikameear Pondicherry
and, for the first time in India, a Roman tradingti®n was discovered,
founded in the beginning of the first century A.ID. the oldest layer the
buildings were of wood and the ceramics found wréhe first century. In
the second layer the buildings, begun about 50 Ard. abandoned before the
end of the first century, were of bricks, and thieks of these buildings were
similar to those of the tomb of St. Thomas in Mylapf the average size of
15.5 x 8 x 3 inches( The bricks of the buildingdded in the second century
have all already a different size."

Asbury Smith (op. cit., p.103-107) reportsiateresting insight from the
"Acts of St.Thomas the Apostle to India":

"There is an ancient tradition that Thomas cartlesl Gospel to India. The
Acts of Saint Thomas the Apostle to India, a manpsthat goes back to the
second or third century, is the oldest written rddn support of this tradition.
In 'The Acts of Saint Thomas' the apostles are shasvdividing the world
among themselves for evangelistic activity. Wheprhs was assigned India,
he protested, 'l cannot go there because of thguéatof the body on the
journey, for | am a Hebrew. Jesus then appearddhdonas, urging him to go
to India, but he continued to resist, saying, 'Uldahat Thou wouldst send me
into another country, for unto the country of Int@nnot go:

‘It was then that our Lord showed himself to Abtmarsemerchant from India,

and sold Thomas to him as a slave. Thomas recognizimself as Jesus'
slave, yields, and thus came to India as a sladbénes.
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Until a few decades ago no record existed of a kiaged Condaforus and
this story was considered entirely legendary. Bagent excavations have
established that a king by the name of Gondafordseign in North India
during the time Thomas might have lived there. €@nd inscriptions have
been unearthed bearing Gondaforus' name. Thisddauge explained the
presence of Thomas in North India when the Christiwho bear his name
seem always to have centered in South India. DrBaXquhar explains this
by saying that Thomas remained in North India untihr destroyed
Gondaforus and his kingdom, and then he went téhSlodia. Hazel E. Foster
thinks that 'this reconstruction of what may hawpgened has a good
historical underpinnings as have the various staegarding the origin of
other ancient churches.’

Bishop Philipose Mar Chrysostom of Kottayam, a date to the World
Council of Churches, expressed the opinion of titkah Christians when in
September, 1954, he said to a small group in Wgsitin D.C.: 'Yes, | feel
sure that Saint Thomas founded our church. Surdlgmis would have
preached the Gospel somewhere. Since India isrthyeocountry that claims
him; he must have preached in India and foundedtdreThoma Church.’

"In 1952 the Syrian Christians celebrated the 19@diniversary of the arrival
of Thomas in their country. In connection with tluslebration the World
Council of Churches held three important meetifige Study Committee and
the Central Committee met at Lucknow and the W@tdincil of Christian

Youth met at Kottayam.

Aside from the tradition that Thomas founded theu€h in India little is
known of the early history of this ancient Syriahutch. Unfortunately when
the Portuguese arrived in India they destroyeddmach records, hoping
thereby to destroy what they considered a herdti@ald of Christianity.
Thomas, tradition says, died a martyr's death wmantain now called Mount
Thomas in Mylopur, a suburb of Madras. His deatts \macomplished by
piercing with a lance. A shrine erected by the yuese marks the sacred
site.

A hymn of praise recorded in 'The Acts of Thomagresses the great honor
given the church by the Syrian Christians:

"The church is she in whom is the splendor of tyy&he is pleasant of aspect
and lovely. Beautiful is she to him that lookethonpher. Her garments are
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like unto flowers of every kind, and the odor tl@reometh forth and
anointeth the head.... Truth is upon her headj@anaith her feet'

"The Acts of Thomas gives a description of thenaiht service used by
Thomas to receive Condaforus into the Christianr€inu

‘"They brought oil and lighted many lamps, for itsar@ght. Then the Apostle
rose up, and prayed over them with his voice, spyfeace be unto you, O
my brethren. Now they heard the voice only, buy tthiel not see his form, for
as yet they had not received baptism, and the Agptsbk the oil and poured
it over their heads, and recited prayers over themd, he answered and said,
Let the name of Christ, which is over all thingeme, Let the name which is
holy, and exalted, and perfect in mercy, come,thgtmercy come, Let that
which is a hidden mystery come, Let the mothehefdeven mansions come,
and let thy rest be in the eighth habitation.™

End Quote

Mundadan, already quoted, describes the relaistdry of the tomb of
St.Thomas:

"In the four hundred years between 1523 and 1963dimb in Mylapore was
broken open three times for one reason or othet5#8 the first Portuguese
excavation took place; in 1893-1896 the presenhiGatathedral was built; in
1903 the tomb was widened westward when the presgpt was built in
commemoration of the tri-centenary of the erectibthe Mylapore diocese.”
(Mundadan, op. cit, p.11)

Dorman Netmwn, though not a modern scholagtevabout the Apostle
Thomas in 1685.

Newman was, within his limits, a careful amiical scholar. As far as we
know only one copy of his book exists and thatristhie British Museum
Library:

"the Apostolical assigned to St.Thomas was Parthirwards he preached
the gospel to the Medes, Persians, Carmans, HarcBagtria, and
neighboring nations. In Persia he met with the Wi whom he baptized
and took along with him. Thence he preached ingas$ed through Aethiopia
and came to India. Though he was afraid, a visesurd him of the divine
presence to assist him. The Portugals assure uSttiihomas came first to

46



Socotara, an island in the Arabian Sea, thenceaioy&hor where having
converted many he travelled further into the edst.returned to Carmandal
where he began to erect a place of Christian worshtil prohibited by the

Priest and Prince of the Country. But upon conertiof several miracles the
work went on and the Sagamo (King) himself embratbedChristian faith.

The Brachmans (sic) [BRAHMANS, i.e. Sacrificial gsts, E.N. BR. v 14,

p.396] who perceived that this would spoil theadi, (i.e. profession) and in
time extirpate the religion of their country, thddt time to put a stop to its
growing and resolved in council to put the Apostieleath.

Thomas habitually met with his followers in a tomdt far from Carmandal.

The Brachmans and their followers pursued him & pgtace. While he was
intent in prayer, they ran him through with dasgsntes, and dispatched him
with a lance. His body was buried in the churcthae built.

While one of the Viceroys of Portugal resided iregh parts there were
brought unto him certain brass tablets, whole iptions that none could read,
till at last by help of a Jew they were found totain nothing but a donation
made to St. Thomas of a piece of ground for thidimg of a church. They

tell of a famous cross found in St.Thomas his chagerein there was an
unintelligible character which a learned Brahmindered to this effect; That
Thomas a Divine person was sent to whole counliyette Son of God, in the
days of King Sagamo, to instruct them in the thingshe true Cod, that he
built a church and performed admirable miraclesvihite upon his knees

in prayer was thrust through with a spear and tthatcross stained with his
blood was left as a memorial of these matters.h€'Tives and Deaths of The
Holy Apostles,” Dorman Newman, pp.

75-80)

THE BURIAL PLACE OF ST.THOMAS

It has been, it would seem, rather well egthbtl that Thomas was buried
in Mylapore, India, now a suburb of Madras. In lmteresting devotional
book, "By Post To The Apostles," p.62, Helen Homgilers to the history of
the treatment of the remains of St.Thomas, evigefittm the Catholic
Encyclopedia.

She says it is accepted as fact that some of thesbof St. Thomas were
transported to Edessa in Mesopotamia. She deschibes the Crusaders
evidently carried them to the island of Chios aallisthow later Manfred,
Prince of Taranto carried them by ship to Ortomaltaly where they were
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placed in a great Cathedral. After this the Turksked Ortona and rifled the
tomb for suspected treasure, but after this tHiatta restored all they could.

Mary Sharp in "A Traveller's Guide to SaintsEurope,” (p. 207) reports
the results of her research concerning the refi&.dhomas. "They are," she
says, "reputed to be at Goa and Meliapore in Iraha, at Ortona, Italy. The
finger is in the church of Santa Croce in GerusatemnRome." She adds, "In
the church of Mylapore (now Meliapore) is a stonaess - The Thomas Cross
of the sixth to eighth century, which is said torknthe place where his body
was buried until taken to Edessa in the fourth st

She concludes, "However wild the stories al®iukhomas in his Acts, the
names of Gundaphor and Gad, the Indian rulers s&idsto have encountered,
have recently been shown to exist, as they issoied gvhich have survived."

A Guide Book published by The Church of thdyHBross (Santa Croce)
entitled, "The Sessorian Relics of the Passionwf ard" by Bedini, claims
that in this church:

"....Is preserved the index finger of St. Thomasm&asay that this relic has
been in Santa Croce from the time of St.Helenhénlasilica there is an altar
dedicated to St.Thomas. The reliquary, which wamsade after the French
revolution, is shaped like a chalice at the bottaivove the knob two palms,
the symbol of the martyrdom of the apostle, entwimée shape of a crown
surmounted by a cross with rays. In the centréaefcrown is inserted an oval
case with both sides of crystal. In the middlehaf tase arises a holder in the
shape of a finger with two openings in the sidetoligh the openings the
phalanges of the venerated Finger can be cleasly.'s€The Sessorian Relics
of the Passion of Our Lord," D. Balduino Bedini, §®-3)

It is evident that Thomas, who as a discipées wessimistic and filled with
doubt, became a vigorous missionary. The weiglschblarship has grown so
great, concerning his mission to Babylon, Persid budlia, that it must be
accepted as probable. The stories of Thomas,Hib&etof several others of the
Apostles, provide a record which throws much lightthe world of the first
century beyond the borders of the Roman Empireurim, as the history of the
first century in that area is brought to light lmntemporary scholars, it throws
much light on the life of St. Thomas.

Our views of history are entirely too proviaicin many instances. The
Romans ruled a great deal of the "known" world, Wwat must not conclude
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that there was no civilization beyond the borddrthat empire. The story of
the life of St.Thomas has proved this. We are fbrimethe conclusion that
there are many authentic strands of Apostolic @hngy which have

survived to this day that are not traceable to #wangelization and
ecclesiasticism of the Western churches. In stugyfre history of the East
one gets the feeling somewhat akin to that visitng'new" planet and
discovering that Christianity has been there alhgl

The one great insight about St. Thomas himsglich comes to us from the
history of "St.Thomas in Babylonia and India," lsat he was a fearless
evangelist and a great builder of churches. Thesplp in the modern world
who would accept Christianity but who would rejéa church (i.e., assembly
or local congregation) as the central human instninm the strategy of God
have divorced themselves from the Apostolic traditiWere the Apostles to
return to earth today, they would have little tifoe those who imagine there
can be a churchless Christianity. Such "Christighif we even dare call it
that, is incapable of survival.

If we would have Christianity survive, oursfidoyalty must be to the One
whom St.Thomas called "My Lord and my God", andosety to the only
divinely ordained institution on earth, the locasambly or congregation of
His people. No one can estimate how many milliohChristians came to
believe in Christ because of St. Thomas. They ayerixecounting.

The churches which St.Thomas founded in India Hem Christianity alive
and extended the faith which survives there todhig

Both the churches and the Apostolic faith wihich St. Thomas identified
himself were, of course, subjected to change, decsy even corruption.
Human beings inevitably produce these effects.tBtihis day missionaries in
India report that the pure message of the New Testais still welcome, and
is still effective among the St.Thomas Christigreré.
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THE TWELVE DISCIPLES

Who are the Twelve Disciples?

Their Backgrounds

* The twelve disciples were from the Galilee regexcept for Judas Iscariot,
who was from Judea.

* Their occupations ranged from fisherman to taxlleotors and
revolutionaries.

* Some were married. (see Mark 1:29-31; 1 Corimif:3-6)
* Some were well-versed in Scripture. (see JohB)1:4
Their Purpose

* After being baptized by John the Baptist and sl 40 days in the
wilderness, Jesus started teaching and many pstapted following him.

* After a night of prayer and meditation, Jesussehdwelve men out of all
those who were following him.

* These twelve men would be Jesus' main focusstfuction.

* These disciples were selected to let the worldvkiof God's love, that God
sent Jesus to redeem the world. (see John 1:23)

Their Mission
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* These are the twelve men who, for the most pastyld prove to be valuable
companions to Jesus.

* Their instruction and conversations would becortee teachings,
knowledge, and instruction for the church that widater grow and spread.

* Jesus knew their personalities, both strong aedkw

* Jesus knew that these men would disappoint heeed him, deny him, and
betray him.

* Jesus knew that these men, once filled with tldy FBpirit, would be the
first witnesses of the Gospel, carrying God's mgssd redemption to Judea,
Samaria, and the ends of the earth.

* The twelve tribes of Israel were blessed in ortlerbe a blessing to all
nations. In a similar way, these twelve men, aleiitly all disciples of Jesus
who follow their lead, were to bless all natiorsed Galatians 3:8) Followers
of Christ are commanded to go out and make discigiall nations, baptizing

them in the name of the Father, The Son, and tte Sfarit.

SIMON PETER
Othere Names

* Simeon bar Jona (Simon, son of Jona) »
* Cephas ("rock” or "a stone")

* Simon Peter

* Simon

Generasl Information

* Son of Jona and born in Bethsaida. (John 1:42-44)

* Lived in Capernaum. (Matthew 8:5-14)

* Fisherman. (Matthew 4:18)

* Brother of Andrew. (Matthew 4:18)

* Partner with James and John. (Luke 5:10)

* Married. (Matthew 8:14)

* One of the pillars of the Jerusalem church. (Gaifes 2:9)
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* Boldly preached, healed, and ministered to Jews &entiles after
Pentecost. (Acts 2-12)

* Imprisoned by Herod for preaching and rescuedabyangel of the Lord.
(Acts 12:3-19)

* Wrote 1 and 2 Peter.

Personality and Character

* Impulsive (‘Matthew 14:28), yet cowardly (Mattheit:30;
26:69-74)

* Hot tempered (John 18:10), yet tenderhearted ttfda 26:75)

* Insightful (Matthew 16:16), yet dense. (Matthe®.21-23)

* Courageous and solid after Pentecost. (Acts 3@)7-

Encounters with Jesus

* Was called to be a fisher of men. (Matthew 4:19)

* Left everything to follow Jesus. (Luke 5:11)

* One of the three disciples in the core group istiglles. (Mark 5:37; 9:2;
13:3; 14:33)

* Simon said Jesus is the Christ, Son of the liv@w. Jesus names him Peter
(rock) and said, "Upon this rock | will build my with, and the gates of Hell
will not prevail against it."

(Matthew 16:16-19)

* Was reprimanded because he refused to acceptJdémts had to die.
(Matthew 16:23)

* Witnessed Jesus' Transfiguration (where Jesushiti was revealed).
(Mark 9:2-8)

* Was sent to prepare the upper room for the Lapp8r. (Luke 22:8)

* Jesus predicted that Peter would deny knowing thnee times. (Luke
22:31-34)

* Was with Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane. [idat26:36-46)

* Jesus instructed Peter after his resurrectiahri(21:15-19)

Key Lesson

God can forgive sins and strengthen the faith aé¢hwho love
him.
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Stories

Papias (second-century Christian) recorded thakdarved as

Peter's scribe and wrote the Gospel of Mark basdeeter's testimony.
According to some stories, Peter asked to be déedcifpside down. Peter may
have been crucified during the reign of Nero in Ro®Bymbols for Peter are
sometimes keys, representing the keys to the kimgdbheaven. (Matthew
16:19)

JAMES, SON OF ZEBEDEE
Other Names

* Son of Zebedee
* Boanerges (Son of Thunder) "James the Elder"
* "James the Great"

General Information

* Son of Zebedee. (Matthew 4:21)

* Son of Salome. (Matthew 27:56; Mark 16:1)

* Fisherman with his father and his brother. (Matth4:18-22)

* Brother of John. (Matthew 4:21)

* Partner with Peter. (Luke 5:10)

* One of the pillars of the Jerusalem church. (Gate 2:9)

* Put to death by the sword by Herod Agrippa 1. Bidy one of the twelve
disciples who died for his faith that was recorde&cripture. (Acts 12:2)

Personality and Character

* Vengeful and fiery. (Luke 9:54)

* Selfish and conceited. (Mark 10:35-37)

* Committed to Christ and courageous to the endtgA2:2)

Encounters with Jesus

* Was called to be a fisher of men. (Matthew 4:19)
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* Left everything to follow Jesus. (Luke 5:11)
* One of the three disciples in the core groupis€igles.

(Mark 5:37; 9:2; 13:3; 14:33)
* Jesus named him and John "Sons of Thunder." (K&rk)
* Was rebuked with his brother John for request®gd to rain fire on a
Samatritan village. (Luke 9:54, 55)
* Witnessed Jesus' Transfiguration (where Jesushiti was revealed).
(Mark 9:2-8)
* Jesus responded to James's and John's requitsatidiis right and left in the
Kingdom. (Mark 10:35-43)
* Was with Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane. (idat26:36-46)
* Witnessed the miraculous catch of fish on the Se&alilee after Jesus
resurrection. (John 21:2-7)

Key Lesson
Stand firm in the face of persecution.
Stories

Some claim he was the first bishop in Spain.
Symbols of James sometimes include the bishop'ariththe
sword, which is in reference to his martyrdom.

Other Names

* Sun of Zebedee

* Boanerges (Son of Minder)

* "Me Beloved Disciple" (The disciple whom Jesusgdd)
*"The Evangelist"

*"The Revealer”

General Information

* Son of Zebedee. (Matthew 4:21)
* Son of Salome. (Matthew 27:56; Mark 16:1)
* Fisherman with his father and his brother. (Maith4:18-22)
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* Brother of James. (Matthew 4:21)

* Partner with Peter. (Luke 5:10)

* One of the pillars of the Jerusalem church. (Gaifes 2:9)
* Healed and preached. (Acts 3-4; 8)

* Exiled to the island of Patmos. (Revelation 1)1,9

* Wrote the Gospel of John, 1, 2, and 3 John, agxkeRition.

Personality and Character

* Vengeful and fiery. (Luke 9:54)

* Judgmental. (Mark 9:38)

* Selfish. (Mark 10:35-37)

* Bold, loving and compassionate after Pentecdstty 4:13; 1 John 4)

Encounters with Jesus

* One of the three disciples in the core groupistigles.

(Mark 5:37; 9:2; 13:3; 14:33)
* Suggested that driving out demons could only b&grmed by those who
follow Jesus and his disciples. (Mark 9:38)
* Witnessed Jesus' Transfiguration (where Jesushiti was revealed).
(Mark 9:2-8)
* Was sent to prepare the upper room for the Lapp8r. (Luke 22:8)
* Reclined next to Jesus during the Last Suppehr(d3:23)
* Was given the responsibility at the cross to testee of Mary, Jesus' mother.
(John 19:26, 27)
* Ran ahead of Peter to see Jesus' empty tombxgmdssed faith by "seeing
and believing." (John 20:2-8)
* Witnessed the miraculous catch of fish on the 8e&alilee after Jesus'
resurrection. (John 21:2-7)

Key Lesson

God's love, evident in Jesus Christ, saves, tramsfoand unites all believers.

Stories

Some stories suggest that John was released frdm @x the island of
Patmos and returned to Ephesus (Turkey today).
Stories suggest that John died in Ephesus arountiO®D
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Symbols of John sometimes include the eagle (Reorld:7) and a book.

ANDREW
Other Names
* "Protokletos” (First Called)
General Information

* Son of Jona. (John 1:42)

* Born in Bethsaida (John 1:44)

* Lived in Capernaum with Peter. (Mark 1:29)

* Fisherman. (Matthew. 4:18)

* Brother of Simon Peter. (Matthew 4:18)

* Disciple of John the Baptist. (John 1:35-40)

* Listed as one of Christ's twelve disciples. (Matv 10:2-4;

Mark 3:16-19; Luke 6:14-16)
* The name Andrew derives from Greek, meaning "ménl

Personality and Character

* Enthusiastic about Christ. (John 1:35-42)
* Inquisitive. (John 1:35-38)
* Resourceful. (John 6:8,9)

Encounters with Jesus

* First to follow Jesus. (John 1:35-40)

* Called to he a fisher of men. (Matthew 4:19)

* Sent out on a mission to the Jews to preach Kthgdom of heaven is at
hand," heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raisel¢hae, and cast out demons.
(Matthew 10:5-8)

* Informed Jesus that several Greeks wanted thisee(John 12:20-22)

* Told Jesus of the boy with five loaves of bread &wo fish. (John 6:8, 9)

* Was present when Jesus appeared to the dis@fiesthe Resurrection.
(John 20:19-25)
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* Was present for the Great Commission when Jesostss disciples to all
nations. (Matthew 28:16-20)
* Witnessed Jesus being taken up into heaven. (18t9)

Key Lesson
Go out and eagerly share the good news about Cdsiss.
Stories

Some suggest that Andrew preached in Greece, AsiarMand Russia

A seventh-century story suggests that Andrew wasifoed on an X-shaped
cross by a Roman proconsul.

The symbol for Andrew is sometimes the X-shaped<ro

MATTHEW
Other Names

* Levi
* Levi the son of Alphaeus

General Information

* Son of Alphaeus. (Mark 2:14)

* From Capernaum. (Mark 2:1-17)

* Tax collector in Galilee. (Matthew 9:9)

* Possible brother of James son of Alphaeus. (Nati8)

* Listed as one of Christ's twelve disciples. (Matyv 10:2-4;

Acts 1:13)
* Wrote the Gospel of Matthew
* The name Matthew derives from Hebrew, meanin i God."

Personality and Character

* Penitent. (Matthew 9:9; 10:2)
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* Hospitable. (Matthew 9:10)
Encounters with Jesus

* Matthew left his tax collector booth to followslgs. (Matthew 9:9)

* Matthew invited Jesus over to dine with him anid lsorrupt friends.
(Matthew 9:10)

* Sent out on a mission to the Jews to preach Kthgdom of heaven is at
hand," heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raisel¢he, and cast out demons.
(Matthew 10:5-8)

* Was present at the Last Supper (Matthew 26:20)

Key Lesson
Jesus Christ is for everyone, even sinners andsistc
Stories

Some stories suggest that Matthew ministered tsid&er
Macedonia, Syria, Parthia, Media, and Ethiopiadirig the good
news to kings.

Some stories suggest that Matthew died a martyr.

The symbol for Matthew is sometimes a bag of coimgference
to his occupation as a tax collector before he entmved Jesus.

THOMAS
Other Names

* Didymus (Twin)
* Judas Thomas
* "Doubting Thomas"

General Information

* He was a twin. (John 20:24)
* Listed as one of Christ's twelve disciples. (Matyv 10:2-4;
Mark 3:16-19; Luke 6:14-16)
* Inquisitive. (John 14:5)
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* Doubtful. (John 20:24, 25)
* Courageous. (John 11:16)
* Faithful. (John 20:24-29)

Encounters with Jesus

* Courageously encouraged disciples to go to Bsth@ohn
11:16)
* Asked Jesus how to know where Jesus was goiogn(14:5)
* Doubted Jesus' resurrection saying he would hav®uch his wounds in
order to believe. (John 20:25)
* Affirmed that Jesus was Lord and God. (John 2D:28
* Witnessed the miraculous catch of fish and aeakfast with
Jesus after his resurrection. (John 21:2-7)

Key Lessons

Jesus can overcome doubts and lead believerghéutaess.

Stories

Stories suggest that Thomas traveled to India anohded the Christian
church there.

Some suggest Thomas was killed by a spear fordltis, fand was buried in
India.

Some say Thomas was a carpenter.
Symbols for Thomas include the spearhead and tguare.

JAMES, son of ALPHAEUS
Other Names
* James the son of Alphaeus
*"James the Younger"
*"James the Less"

General Information

* Son of Alphaeus. (Mark 3:18)
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* Possible brother of Matthew (Levi) the tax coteg also the son of
Alphaeus. (Mark 2:14)

* Listed as one of Christ's twelve disciples. (Maf:3; Acts 1:13)

* James the son of Alphaeus is often confused Jathes the brother of Jesus
(who wrote the book of James) or James the brath&vseph.

Personality and Character
* Unknown.
Encounters with Jesus

* Selected as one of Christ's twelve disciples. t{Maw 10:2-4; Luke 6:14-
16)

* Sent out on a mission to the Jews to preach Kthgdom of heaven is at
hand, heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raisel¢hd, and cast out demons.
(Matthew 10:5-8)

* Was present at the Last Supper. (Matthew 26:20)

* Was present when Jesus appeared to the disd@fiiesthe Resurrection.
(John 20:19-25)

Key Lesson

All followers of Jesus can still accomplish the wof God
without being in the limelight.

Stories
Some suggest that James, son of Alphaeus, belamgéuke revolutionary

group known as the Zealots. Some say that Jamesamested by the Jews,
thrown off the Temple, and then beaten to death Oyb.

THADDAEUS
Other Names
* Jude

* Juda the son of James
* Lebbaeus
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General Information

* Son of James. (Luke 6:16)

* Listed as one of Christ's twelve disciples. (Maiv 10:2-4; Acts 1:13)

* The Aramaic meaning of both Thaddaeus and Lebbdesuthe same,
"beloved" or "dear to the heart."

* The name "Judas" derives from the Hebrew namaluaieaning "praise."

* Jude is sometimes confused with Judas the brotfedesus, Judas
Barsabbas, and Judas Iscariot.

Personality and Character

* Inquisitive. (John 14:22)
* Confused. (John 14:22)

Encounters with Jesus

* Selected as one of Christ's twelve disciples.t{vav 10:2-4; Acts 1:13)

* Sent out on a mission to the Jews to preach Kthgdom of heaven is at
hand," heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raisel¢ad, and cast out demons.
(Matthew 10:5-8)

* Asked Jesus how he would reveal himself to hito¥eers and not to the
world. (John 14:22)

* Was present at the Last Supper. (Matthew 26:20)

Key Lesson
Jesus will reveal his truths to believers who felleim.
Stories

Some suggest that Thaddaeus belonged to the riewant group, the
Zealots.

Some scholars believe that Thaddaeus authoredaile d&f Jude, although
most believe the author is Judas the brother afsJes

The symbol for Thaddaeus is sometimes a gold shilp silver sails before a
red horizon, which is a reference to the ship lo& ttn missionary journeys.
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SIMON the ZEALOT
Other Names

* Simon the Cananaean

General Information

* Was a Zealot. (Matthew 10:4; Mark 3:18; Luke §:ABts 1:13)

* Listed as one of Christ's twelve disciples. (Matv 10:2-4; Acts 1:13)

* The name Simon derives from the Hebrew name Shjmwmeaning
"hearing."

* The word "Cananaean" derives from an Aramaic worelning "zealous
one."

Personality and Character

* Patriotic. (Matthew 10:4)
* Loyal. (Mark 3:18)

* Passionate. (Luke 6:15)
* Sacrificial. (Acts 1:13)

Encounters with Jesus

* Selected as one of Christ's twelve disciples.t(Maw 10:2-4;

Acts 1:13)
* Sent out on a mission to the Jews to preach Kthgdom of heaven is at
hand," heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raisel¢had, and cast out demons.
(Matthew 10:5-8)
* Was present at the Last Supper. (Matthew 26:20)
* Was present for the Great Commission and Jessisedsion into heaven.
(Matthew 28:16)

Key Lesson

One should be willing to sacrifice his or her poétto follow Jesus.
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One story suggests that Simon was the bridegrogheatvedding

in Cana.

Some stories suggest that Simon was a missiondgrsa.

The symbol for Simon is sometimes a book restingaofish, which is a
reference to Simon fishing for people.

JUDAS ISCARIOT
Other Names

*"Judas the Betrayer"
* Judas the son of Simon

General Information

* Judas was the treasurer for the group of dissjpl&s a

thief. (John 12:5,6; 13:29)

* Judas betrayed Jesus, felt remorse, threw theditlwoney in the temple and
hanged himself: The chief priest used the mongyutehase the potter's field,
fulfilling prophecy. (Matthew 27:3-10)

* Judas purchased the Field of Blood and fell heraglland "burst open..."
(Acts 1:18-20)

* Judas was replaced by Matthias who was addelgeteleven apostles. (Acts
1:26)

Personality and Character

* Greedy. (Matthew 26:14-16)

* Deceitful. (Matthew 26:25)

* Treacherous. (Matthew 26:47-50)
* Remorseful. (Matthew 27:3-5)

Encounters with Jesus

* Selected as one of Christ's twelve disciples.t(Mav 10:4;
Luke 6:15)
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* Jesus referred to Judas as the devil. (Johnatyo,
* Criticized Mary for anointing Jesus with experesiperfume. (John 12:4-8)
* Conversed with Jesus during the Last Supper. tf\at 26:23-25;
John 13:27,28)
* The devil entered his heart at the Last Supgeahi 13:2)
* Betrayed Jesus for 30 pieces of silver. (Matti28i14-16;
47-51)

Key Lesson

Not all who claim to follow Jesus are faithful torhand his
goals.

Stories

Judas was possibly from Kerioth in Judea.
Some scholars suggest that Judas was a membez @e#iot sect known as
the Sicarii, who were dagger-bearing assassins.

PHILIP
Other Names

* None

General Information

* Born in Bethsaida. (John 1:44)

* Well versed in Scripture. (John 1:45, 46)

* Listed as one of Christ's twelve disciples. (Metv 10:2-4; Mark 3:16-19;
Luke 6:14-16)

* The disciple Philip is often confused with Philipe evangelist found in
Acts.

* The name Philip derives from Greek, meaning "\woves horses."

* Philip probably spoke Greek. (John 12:20,21)

Personality and Character
64



* Practical. (John 6:7)
* Helpful. (John 12:20, 21)
* Literal and confused. (John 14:8)

Encounters with Jesus

* The third disciple Jesus called. (John 1:43)

* Brought Nathanael (Bartholomew) to Jesus. (JaHB,46)

* Jesus tested him regarding the feeding of thditadé. (John 6:5-7)

* Informed Jesus that several Greeks wanted thisee(John 12:20-22)
* Asked Jesus to show him the Father. (John 14:8,9)

* Was present at the Last Supper. (Matthew 26:20)

Key Lesson

All the knowledge in the world does not comparg®truth found in Jesus.
Stories

Tradition suggests that Philip lived and preacme8aythia (Ukraine today).
Some stories suggest that Philip was crucified dallaross at Hierapolis of
Phrygia (Turkey today).

Symbols for Philip sometimes include loaves of brékohn 6:5-7) and a tall
Cross.

BARTHOLOMEW

Other Names

* Nathanael

General Information

* Born and/or raised in Cana of Galilee. (John 21:2
* Well versed in the Hebrew Scriptures. (John 1:46)
* Listed as one of Christ's twelve disciples. (Matwv, 10:2-4;
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Acts 1:13)
* The name Bartholomew derives from Greek, meatsog of Tolmai."
* The name Nathanael derives from the Hebrew, nmegittsod has given”

Personality and Character

* Skeptical. (John 1:46)
* Honest. (John 1:47)
* Faithful. (John 1:49)

Encounters with Jesus

* Jesus told Nathanael that he was an honest itgraeld informed him that
he saw him sitting under the fig tree. (John 1:8y,4

*Nathanael said that Jesus was the "Son of God""Kimj of Israel (John
1:49)

* Jesus enlightened Nathanael with what to expkatr{ 1:50,51)

* Witnessed the miraculous catch of fish and aeakiast with Jesus after his
resurrection. (John 21:2-7)

Key Lesson

Believers are called to test all things with Serptand remain true to its
principles.

Stories

Some suggest that Bartholomew ministered to AsiaoMand India and the
Armenian church claims Bartholomew as their founder

Tradition suggests that Bartholomew was flayedeailivArmenia.

The symbol for Bartholomew is sometimes a blade.
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